
Reading Recommendations 

If there was ever a time to lose yourself in a 
book…IT’S now! 

Book sales are up…we are reading more…but 
what should we be reading and where should 

we target our hard earned cash. 

 

There are lots of FREE Classics out there, so let’s start 

with a few accessible titles. 

1. “Five Children and It” by E. Nesbit…Edwardian novel about a 

strange wish granting sand fairy…the Psammead. 

2. “Red Badge Of Courage” by Stephen Crane…A young boy goes 

to fight in the American Civil war…it is not all heroics and glory. 

3. “The Secret Garden” by Frances Hodgson Burnett…Mary Lennox 

moves from India to Yorkshire…culture shock awaits! 

4. “Treasure Island” by Robert Louis Stevenson…The novel that to 

this day created all those stereotypes we have about pirates…ooo arrr! 

5. “The Wind In The Willows” by Kenneth Grahame…Is it really a cosy 

evocation of English eccentricity or is it a treatise on class…and why 

do they eat ALL the time? 

6. “Black Beauty” by Anna Sewell…A novel narrated by a horse, which 

exposes the cruelty and reliance we had, at one time, on these animals. 



 

For a shorter sharper read why not try a Fairy tale. 

 Apart from Hollywood’s love of Super heroes they also can’t resist a 

retelling of a classic fairy tale. These are stories that you think you 

might know but may be surprised by the source material…remember 

they were originally designed to be morality tales…how we should all 

live our lives…so can be dark and gory. 

Why are things often repeated in threes?…why are 
stepmother’s always “wicked” and why do Princes never 

have a name? 

Grimm’s Fairy Tales…Grim indeed… 

1. “Rapunzel”…You may know the “Tangled” version. 
2. “Red Riding Hood”…What is it with Wolves? 
3. “Snowdrop”…The original Snow White 
4. “The Juniper Tree”…Weird and gory…be prepared! 

Charles Perrault Tales…The original Princess Diaries! Also available 
in French…if you fancy a challenge. 

1. “Cinderella, or The Little Glass Slipper”…”Cendrillon, ou le petite 
pantoufle de verre” 

2. “The Sleeping Beauty in The Wood”…”La Belle Au Bois Dormant” 
3. “Blue Beard”…”La Barbe Bleue” 
4. “The Fairies”…”Les Fees 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Frosylittlethings.typepad.com%2F.a%2F6a00d8345196d169e2022ad3994981200c-pi&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.posiegetscozy.com%2F2019%2F02%2Fmy-secret-garden-inspiration.html&tbnid=OBk_h8tKIADt1M&vet=12ahUKEwjrwYarw43pAhWCYxQKHS7NDCgQMygwegQIARBY..i&docid=Snn4nS7cNNKp6M&w=660&h=495&q=secret%20garden%20inga%20moore&safe=strict&ved=2ahUKEwjrwYarw43pAhWCYxQKHS7NDCgQMygwegQIARBY


Hans Christian Anderson…Tales with a bitter twist. 

1. “The Snow Queen”…”Frozen” is based VERY loosely on this story. 
2. “The Little Mermaid”…Be warned this is not the Disney version. 
3. “The Ugly Duckling”…A tale with a happy ending. 
4. “The Little Match Girl”…Its snowy, its Christmas…it’s very sad. 

 

 

 

 

Just because we are all trapped…is that the right word…with our 

families…there is no time like the present to make new friends, go on 

exotic holidays and have a proper adventure. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.booktrust.org.uk%2Fglobalassets%2Fimages%2Fnews-and-blogs%2Fblogs-2018%2F05.-may%2Fsophie-anderson%2Fhilary-mckays-fairy-tales-16x9.jpg%3Fw%3D1200%26h%3D675%26quality%3D70%26anchor%3Dmiddlecenter&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.booktrust.org.uk%2Fnews-and-features%2Ffeatures%2F2018%2Fmay%2F7-enchanting-childrens-books-based-on-fairy-tales%2F&tbnid=qyF_WsC1-M3tAM&vet=10CLMBEDMotgFqFwoTCODgvrDAjekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD..i&docid=u8TO4Fx6ONMQjM&w=1200&h=675&q=fairy%20tales&safe=strict&ved=0CLMBEDMotgFqFwoTCODgvrDAjekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pinterest.com%2Fpin%2F188095721908740560%2F&psig=AOvVaw2JuDb0rAh6l5S72-4PPVgY&ust=1588245024235000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPjA-vW_jekCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


 

 

To make us all feel better about what we are going through here are 

a selection of titles where people are definitely having a worse time 

than us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fenglishosaca.files.wordpress.com%2F2014%2F06%2Flotf.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fenglishosaca.wordpress.com%2Fsixth-grade%2Flord-of-the-flies%2F&tbnid=nhyERQGrR49dfM&vet=12ahUKEwjg6rjFwY3pAhVa0OAKHUFwDMIQMyg_egUIARDCAQ..i&docid=Ou1ccdYHH42uFM&w=900&h=613&q=lord%20of%20the%20flies&safe=strict&ved=2ahUKEwjg6rjFwY3pAhVa0OAKHUFwDMIQMyg_egUIARDCAQ


 

 

 

…And Finally…what about some Humour! 

We all know and love David Walliams, the high profile, hugely 

prolific author of funny, fast paced illustrated books. 

Sometimes it’s hard to think of anyone else writing 

books….but…as he is often compared to a modern Roald 

Dahl…here are a few of Mr Dahl’s lesser known tales to 

investigate. 

 

 “The Giraffe, The Pelly and Me”…A 

giraffe, pelican and monkey start up a 

window cleaning business, obvious really! 

 “Esio Trot”…Love amongst the tortoises.  

 “The Minpins” …picture book about little 

people living in trees. 

 “The Vicar of Nibbleswick”…A dyslexic 

Vicar gets his words muddled with 

hilarious consequences. 

 “Rhyme Stew”…Cleverly crafted poems 

definitely for older readers. 

 “Charlie and the Great Glass 

Elevator”…After winning a Chocolate 

Factory, Charlie’s next adventure. 

 



HAPPY READING… MR LOGAN. 


