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Making Choices 

The next stage in your education is probably the most important of all. Whatever you want to do in the rest 
of your life, it will be much easier if you make a success of these next two years.

There are certain subjects that are so central to everything we do, that all students study them. We call 
these the Core subjects:

• English Literature and Language
• Mathematics
• The Sciences
• Humanities
• Physical Education
• Beliefs and Values
• Personal Development

We are very proud of the range of subjects in our curriculum and that they are available to students of all 
abilities. The options process aims to help everyone to make the best choice of courses to suit their interests 
and help all students to progress to what they want to do in the next phase of education and beyond.

Everyone will choose either History or Geography. Some will choose to study the separate sciences. We 
encourage everyone to choose to continue a Modern Foreign Language. Courses are either GCSE courses, 
which are assessed, mainly by examinations at the end of the two years, or high value technical awards. 
These involve a different style of learning and for up to 75% of the course to be assessed as you go along; 
this reduces the number of exams at the end of Year 11. All these courses are suitable for students of all 
abilities, are graded equivalent to GCSEs, and have equal value.

This booklet is about helping you to make choices by giving you information about each course. This will 
enable you, with the help of your parents and teachers, to make up your mind about what you are going to 
do next.  What is important is that you choose courses for the right reasons.

Young people leaving school now may well have three or four major career changes in their lives. This means 
that you will need a broad balance of knowledge, skills and interests. Don’t focus too narrowly on particular 
subjects, they will all be useful to you at some time in your life. Maintaining a good balance in the subjects 
you choose is very important. Employers like students who have a broad spread of knowledge, skills and 
interests as well as good examination results.

When choosing courses, be aspirational! Stretch yourself and go for the combination that is going to equip 
you best for the next stage of your education, which will take you from 16 to 18 and beyond. 

Have the confidence to ask questions and use all the adults around you; teachers, parents, personal 
mentors and careers staff. We all want to help you make good, balanced decisions which open doors for you 
into a happy and successful future. Think about what you would like that future to be, and plan accordingly. I 
wish you every success over the next two years and beyond.

Principal

Making Choices
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Everyone studies the following subjects:

English Language and Literature
Mathematics
The Sciences
Humanities  - Choice 1  – History or Geography
Beliefs and Values - Core
Physical Education - Core
Personal Development

Then there are some more choices to make:

Choice 2
Choice 3
Choice 4

There will be some things to consider:

• Will you use one of these choices to study more science, and so study separate GCSEs in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics rather than Combined Science which is two GCSEs covering all three sciences? 
You should discuss this carefully with your tutor and science teachers, who will give clear guidance on 
the suitability of this option.

• Will you use one of your choices to continue to study a Modern Foreign Language? We encourage all 
students to continue to study MFL.

• What other subjects will you choose to complete your options? This is where you have the freedom to 
choose the subjects that you enjoy and that you will be motivated to work hard and progress well in.

The support option is offered to some students. Students following this option will access a full curriculum. 
They will also receive a support option in place of one option choice.

English Language and Literature
Mathematics
The Sciences – Combined Science
Humanities Choice 1 - History or Geography
Beliefs and Values - Core
Physical Education - Core
Personal Development
Support Option

Choice 2 
Choice 3

Making Choices
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When choosing the optional subjects ensure that you choose one option from each block:

Making Choices

Option Block A Option Block B Option Block C Option Block D

Geography Geography Geography Geography

History History Art and Design History

German French Drama Art and Design

Spanish Religious Education Music BTEC Dance

Business Studies Business Studies Sports Studies Drama

Child Development Design & Technology - 
Engineering 

Physical Education Food and Nutrition

Photography Design & Technology - 
Resistant Materials

Photography Music

Religious Education Separate Sciences Design & Technology – 
Engineering

Sports Studies

Design & Technology – 
Fashion &Textiles

Support Option  Design & Technology - 
Graphics

Physical Education

Support Option Computer Science Photography 

Separate Sciences
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English
Maths
The Sciences
Geography
History
PE - Core
Beliefs and Values - Core
Personal Development

Core Subjects
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The aim of this course:

To develop reading, writing and communication skills and to explore and analyse great Literature texts. All 
students will study both English Language and English Literature.

Course content

• All assessment will be terminal – students will be assessed at the end of Year 11 (100% examination in 
both Language and Literature)

• There will be no tiers in any English syllabus (Language or Literature)

English Language:
Reading - 50% of the GCSE

• Students will be required to answer questions on unseen 19th, 20th and 21st century texts
• These texts will include fiction, non-fiction and literary non-fiction

Writing - 50% of the GCSE
Students will be assessed on their ability to write for different purposes and audiences, the range of 
vocabulary and sentence structures that they use and their technical accuracy.

SPaG (Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar) has a weighting of 20%.

English Literature:
Students will study four set texts (19th Century novel, Post-1914 British prose or drama, a collection of 
Poetry, a Shakespeare play).
Students will also be required to compare unseen texts.

Assessment

At the end of Year 11 students will sit two examinations for English Language and two examinations for 
English Literature.

English Language:
Paper 1: Explorations of Creative Reading and Writing
Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and perspectives

English Literature:
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel
Paper 2: Modern texts and Poetry

Career Paths:

The communication and analysis skills underpin all walks of life and progression routes.  Literature is 
particularly well thought of as a foundation for a career in Publishing, Law, Journalism, Teaching and 
Creative Arts.

English Language and Literature

AQA Mrs V Hopkins-Bond
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Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

AQA Mr J Wright

Course content

The rules for GCSE Mathematics changed recently.  In the past students at QE took two GCSEs in 
Mathematics, Applications and Methods.  These will not exist in the future, so in line with all other schools 
students will take a single GCSE in mathematics.  At QE we have chosen the AQA GCSE Mathematics 
syllabus (code 8300).  The exam has two tiers, Foundation (grades 1 to 5) and Higher (grades 4 to 9).

There will be three written exams:
Paper 1  non-calculator                   1.5 hours  (80 marks)
Paper 2   calculator    1.5 hours (80 marks)
Paper 3  calculator    1.5 hours (80 marks)

Students must take all the three question papers at the same tier (i.e. all at foundation tier or all at higher 
tier) and they must take all papers in the same series (i.e. at the end of Year 11). The aim of the Mathematics 
department at QE is to fully equip students with the skills for the GCSE exams, as well as the mathematical 
skills needed for everyday life.  We aim to make the mathematical learning fun and relevant whilst also 
covering the GCSE syllabus.  Further details of the syllabus can be found at www.aqa.org.uk

Grouping in Mathematics
The table below shows the likely mathematical groupings for the different sets in maths (this may vary a 
little depending on the ability of the year group).

H = higher tier content       F = foundation tier content

SET   1   2   3   4   5   6
Year 9   H   H   F   F   F   F
Year 10  H   H   H   F   F   F
Year 11  H   H   H   F/H   F   F
Grades  7/8/9                6/7/8                5/6/7                4/5/6                 3/4/5                 1/2/3

Assessment

At the end of every half-term students will take an assessment to help track their progress towards their 
target grade.  In addition to these assessments they will also take internal mock exams at the end of Years 9 
and 10 and in the mock exam period in Year 11.  The assessment at the end of Year 9 will assess the content 
taught in Years 7 to 9. The exams at the end of Year 10 will be based on the GCSE structure (i.e. three papers 
of 1.5 hours duration).

All GCSE units will be taken at the end of Year 11.

Career Paths

Whether you plan to go on to work, A-levels or other further studies, a good understanding of maths will be 
useful to you.  Your number skills will come in handy in everyday situations and learning how to think like a 
mathematician will improve your problem solving and decision making skills.  Maths may well be essential to 
you attaining your chosen course post-16 and increasingly employers and higher education establishments 
are looking for a good maths grade.

Mathematics
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The Combined Science course – 2 GCSEs 
Most Students will follow this course for studying the sciences.

Aim of this course:
To provide a good basis of knowledge and skills to enable students to make sense of 
the science in our society (however if you intend to take the study of science further 
you should seriously consider taking the Separate Sciences Course)

Course content:
The GCSEs in Combined Science will enable students to develop scientific knowledge and conceptual 
understanding through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. Students will 
develop an understanding of the nature, processes and methods of science, through different types of 
scientific enquiries that help them to answer scientific questions about the world around them. They 
will develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem solving skills 
in the laboratory. It will also develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through critical 
analysis of the methodology, evidence and conclusions, both qualitatively and quantitatively.

Assessment will be through exam papers sat in the Summer of Year 11.  Throughout the course you will carry 
out practical work, 16 of which will be Core Practicals that will be recorded and included in exam papers.

The Separate Sciences Course – 3 GCSEs
Choosing this course will fill one of your Options (an extra five hours of science every two weeks)

Aim of this course:
To provide an extensive basis of knowledge and skills to make sense of the science in our society 
and to provide an excellent subject knowledge from which to take the study of science further. 

Course Content:
This course features many of the major theories of the Sciences in a way that will encourage you 
to appreciate their importance to everyday life. You will also explore how scientific information 
is obtained, how reliable it is, what its limitations are, and how this information helps society to 
make important decisions. You will be prepared to deal with issues involving the Sciences which 
you may meet: mobile phone safety, decisions about childhood vaccinations, sustainable use of 
resources, and making informed judgements on claims and statements made by advertisers for 
example. You will examine scientific concepts in depth, and develop your understanding of how 
scientists work. This course will give you an excellent grounding in the sciences which will enable 
you to study any or all Science A-levels (Biology, Chemistry, Physics) in our Sixth Form. 

Assessment will be through exam papers sat in the Summer of Year 11. Throughout 
the course you will carry out practical work, eight of which per subject will be 
Core Practicals that will be recorded and included in the exam papers.

Career paths:
Any Science qualification at GCSE will provide skills that are essential for further 
study across the subject areas. It forms the basis of many careers in medicine, 
healthcare, industry, engineering, teaching and so many more.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

EDEXCEL Mr T Ward

The Sciences: Biology, Chemistry & Physics
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The aim of this course:

In GCSE Geography you will study the relationship between PEOPLE and the ENVIRONMENT they live in.  
Geography is a lively, topical and relevant subject that will provide you with the skills and understanding 
necessary to be a knowledgeable citizen in the modern word.  Climate change, the global population 
explosion, natural disasters, food miles, “sweatshops” in South East Asia, the internet revolution, 
extreme tourism, Fair Trade, our future energy  sources, catastrophic flooding - geography studies 
all this and more!  We will use a variety of modern textbooks, audio-visual lessons, computer aided 
learning, fieldwork, problem solving, computer based maps including Google Earth and photographs 
during the course. If you are interested in the world you live in then this is the course for you!

Course Content:

The AQA specification is a linear course with three exams at the end of Year 11. There is no coursework.

Unit 1: “Living with the Physical Environment”
This covers the challenges of natural hazards including earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis and 
tropical cyclones; coastal and river management in the UK including flooding, global warming and 
sea level rise; the living world including tropical rainforest management and biodiversity loss.

Unit 2: “Challenges in the Human Environment”
This covers urban issues and challenges including megacities and urban environmental problems; the 
changing economic world including globalisation, TNCs, the rise of China and fair trade; the challenge 
of resource management including water, climate change and energy resources for the future.

Unit 3 “Geographical Applications”
This covers geographical skills including fieldwork primary data collection and 
analysis, maps, photos, satellite images and graphs. It also includes problem 
solving/decision making skills of real geographical issues.

Assessment:

Unit 1: 1 hour 30 minute exam in June Y11 (35% of course)
Unit 2:  1 hour 30 minute exam in June Y11 (35% 0f course)
Unit3: 1 hour exam in June Y11 (30% of course) Pre – release material for the decision 
making exercise will be released to students from March 15th in Year 11.

Fieldwork: We will do at least three days of fieldwork visits during the course to prepare for the Unit 3 exam.

Career Paths:

Geography provides a wide range of skills demanded for higher education and work.  Last year 17 
students went on to study Geography at University from QECC. Geography can be taken as an Art or 
Science at University. Geographers are some of the most employable graduates as they are numerate, 
can communicate, problem solve, are ICT literate and write reports. They enter a huge range of careers 
in jobs related to the Environment, Retail, Law, Meteorology, Earth Science, International Development, 
Engineering, Marketing, The Travel Industry, Research, Business Management and more.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

AQA Mrs N Manwaring

Geography
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History is a fascinating and exciting subject that allows students to develop a variety of skills that 
are highly valued by Higher Education Institutes and employers. Students learn to collect and select 
information, to understand and interrogate sources of evidence, to appreciate and communicate 
different points of view, and to be able to draw reasoned and well-judged conclusions.

Unit 1: Medicine in Britain.   This is a Thematic Study which allows students to track changes 
from the Greeks and the Medieval period through to the 21st Century with a focus on the reasons 
for historical change. It allows students to visit periods that would not always be seen in other 
courses including the Renaissance and Enlightenment periods. Finally students get a taster of 
medical issues today such as the use of DNA and Genetic Engineering, AIDS and the NHS. 
The course also has a historical environment focus on The British Sector of the Western 
Front in World War I. This is a chance for students to build on the work they have done 
in Year 9 and explore a fascinating, important and topical area of our history. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 30% of the qualification 

Unit 2(a): British Depth Study: The Reign of Richard and John 1189-1216: This is a new and exciting aspect 
to the GCSE course which allows students to study two very different and widely interpreted English Kings. 
It provides a vital understanding of medieval society while looking at aspects of kingship central to that 
period. It looks at the role of religion and a particularly relevant exploration of the Crusades and religious 
conflict. Finally, it studies the birth of our modern political system and constitution – Magna Carta.

Unit 2(b): Period Study: Conflict in the Middle East 1945-95: A study of a period which has huge 
current political significance to the international community, this course traces the development 
of the conflict to its modern reality. We explore the beginning of the conflict from the British 
withdrawal from Palestine and the creation of Israel, to the increase in conflict and attempts at 
resolution. We analyse US involvement in the Gulf and the effect of changing superpower policies 
in the Middle East, and finally the impact and changing nature of terrorism in the region. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 40% of the qualification 

Unit 3: Modern Depth Study: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39: This topic allows students to build on their 
Year 9 work and explore questions vital to the modern world and to historical study. How did Hitler become 
the most popular man in Germany in 1932-33? How was he able to establish and maintain a ruthless 
dictatorship that led to the elimination of opposition and almost of an entire race of people? This course 
will develop a passion for the subject and academic skills of historical comparison and interpretation. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes 30% of the qualification 
Career Paths: History is valued by almost any employer, however popular career paths 
include – Law, Journalism, Politics, Teaching, Advertising and Marketing, Research.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

EDEXCEL Mr T Evans

History
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All students are required to follow a programme of Physical Education throughout their school career.  

The aim of this course

The aim of this course is to increase students’ awareness of all aspects of health and fitness and its 
importance to our overall well-being.  The activities offered allow students to experience a wider range of 
sporting activities, aiming to improve their lifelong participation in sport.

Course Content

Students will complete 8-week units of work in a wide variety of sports and activities.  We look to improve 
their confidence, understanding and skills across a number of areas.  These sports include:

• Football • Rugby   • Netball • Basketball
• Volleyball • Badminton  • Swimming • Softball
• Rounders • Cricket  • Athletics • Dance
• Table Tennis • Bowls   • Climbing • Lacrosse
•  Hockey • Team Building  • Fitness • Tag American Football

Assessment:
Assessments are conducted at the end of each 8-unit and students gain marks for their performance, 
leadership and communication skills

Lead Teacher:

Mr C Skinner

Core Physical Education

Religious Education is part of all students’ education in Years 10 and 11. Beliefs and Values GCSE is offered 
in the option choices. In addition, all students will be engaged in a programme of Religious Education in a 
lesson every other week.

Lead Teacher:

Ms L Partridge

Beliefs and Values
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Art & Design
Business Studies 
Child Development
Computer Science 
Dance
Drama 
Design & Technology
Food Preparation & Nutrition 
Geography
History
Modern Foreign Languages
Music BTEC Music 
Photography
Physical Education
Religious Education
Sports Studies

Option Choices
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The aim of this course: 

Developing personal creativity, increasing appreciation and understanding of the visual arts and learning practical skills 
in the creation of pieces of art. You should choose this course if: 

• You enjoy the subject and work hard in it. 
• You are thinking of pursuing a career in Art and Design 

Course Content: 
This is a practical course where you will be given the opportunity to explore ideas, materials and techniques to help you 
put together a strong Controlled Assessment Portfolio.  A portfolio should include at least two projects. Themes may 
include: 
• The human form 
• Still Life 
• The environment 

You will need to be enthusiastic and enjoy art generally. You must also be able to come up with your own ideas and work 
independently. You must be prepared to work independently between lessons too.

Assessment:

Controlled Assessment Portfolio 
Candidates will put together a portfolio of work responding to a personal theme.  60%

Controlled Assessment Dates:
Your work will be assessed formally by your teacher at the end of each project.  This normally will be at the end of each 
term.  Your controlled Assessment Portfolio will be submitted for final assessment at the end of January in Year 11.

Set Task 
Candidates will select one starting point from their exam paper, which they can start to research from January.  Their 
final piece will be made in a 10 hour exam.  40%                   
Controlled Assessment Dates:  
Your work will be assessed formally by your teacher at the end of each project.  This will usually be at the 
end of each term.  

Your controlled Assessment Portfolio will be submitted for final assessment approximately Easter of Year 11.

Career Paths: 

• Architect     • Illustrator 
• Cartoonist     • Interior Designer 
• Computer Game Designer   • Medical Illustrator 
• Costume Designer    • Model Maker 
• Display Designer/Visual Merchandiser  • Product Designer 
• Exhibition Designer    • Sculptor 
• Fashion/Clothing Designer   • Set Designer 
• Film and Media     • Sign writer 
• Fine Artist     • Stage Set Designer 
• Footwear Designer    • Teacher 
• Goldsmith/Silversmith    • Textile Designer 
• Graphic Designer    • Toymaker 
• Hat Designer/Milliner    • Wallpaper Designer 

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

AQA Mrs J Morton

Art & Design



15

The aim of this course: 

This subject is only offered at Key Stage 4 and above and therefore it is new to all students.  Business is 
relevant to the world of business and enterprise, which is all around us, and provides the future for many of our 
students. It is a subject that helps us understand employment and self-employment opportunities. 

Course Content: 

On this course we investigate: 

• How businesses actually work - marketing, statistics, finance and accounts, production methods, the role of brand 
names etc. 

• The importance of people - motivation, training, payment methods, trade unions  
• Different types of businesses - from sole traders to multinational corporations 
• The bigger picture - environmental conflicts, European Union, passive groups, governmental help and hindrances 

etc. 

Assessment: 

• Students will take the Edexcel Business GCSE 
• The course is made up of 2 units: 

 Theme 1:  Investigating Small Business
 Theme 2:  Building a Business 

• Both themes are assessed through examination in June of Year 11 in two separate papers of 1 hour 30 minutes each

Career Paths: 

Business can be taken as a full A Level in the Sixth Form following this course and prepares you well for higher 
education and for the world of work;  you acquire a whole range of skills different businesses and degree courses 
require including: Business Management, Business Administration, Accountancy, Advertising, International Business, 
Finance, Human Resource Management and Marketing. 

Additionally, this course will develop the skills of analysis and evaluation, which are transferable and can be applied 
to most situations in everyday life. You will also get a good grounding in a range of decision making methods and 
techniques which are widely used in the world of work useful if considering a career in the commercial world e.g. 
Banking, Sales, Accountancy and Management. 

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

EDEXCEL Ms C McIlroy

Business Studies
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The aim of this course: 
Cambridge Nationals are vocationally related qualifications that take an engaging, practical and inspiring 
approach to learning and assessment.

This qualification is for learners aged 14-16 who wish to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in 
child development. It is designed with both practical and theoretical elements, which will prepare students 
for further qualifications in Child Care, Health and Social Care, Psychology, Sociology and Biology within 
their post 16 education.

Course Content: 
All students will study three mandatory topics as follows: 
R018: Health and well-being for child development 
This unit provides an overview of the roles and responsibilities of parenthood, from pre-conception through 
antenatal to postnatal care. Students develop an appreciation of the importance of creating the best 
conditions for a child to thrive.
R019: Understand the equipment and nutritional needs of children from birth to five years 
Students learn about the range of equipment and nutritional and hygiene requirements of children from 
birth to five years, and they demonstrate in a practical activity how these needs are met to promote a child’s 
development and well-being.
R020: Understand the development norms of a child from birth to five years.
Students investigate the developmental norms of children from birth to five years and develop an 
understanding of the impact of play on the developmental norms. They apply and demonstrate their 
knowledge and understanding through practical activities.

Which subjects will complement this course? 
The qualification is complemented by a wide range of GCSEs including Biology, Sociology, Psychology, 
Maths and English. It also complements creative subjects such as Art and Design and can be delivered 
alongside other vocational courses including ICT and Media. This specification contains OCR’s Level 1/Level 
2 Cambridge National Certificate in Child Development.

Career Paths: 
This qualification is a concentrated foundation for all types of employment within the Health & Social Care 
sector, such as: Early Years Childcare; Nursing; Social Work; GP Surgeries; Hospitals; Physiotherapy; Dental 
Practitioners; Mental Health; Elderly Care;  Social Services; Primary Care Trust advisors; Care Charities and 
Organisations; Nutrition Services. 

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
OCR Mrs C Smith

Child Development

Units Assessment method GLH J818 Certificate 
(120 GLH)

R018: Health and well-being for 
child development

Written paper OCR-set and marked 1 hour and 15 
minutes – 80 marks (120 UMS) Learners answer all 
questions

60 Mandatory unit

R019: Understand the equipment 
and nutritional needs of children 
from birth to five years

Centre-assessed tasks OCR-moderated Approx. 7-10 
hours – 60 marks (60 UMS)

30 Mandatory unit

R020: Understand the 
development of a child from birth 
to five years.

Centre-assessed tasks OCR-moderated Approx. 7-10 
hours – 60 marks (60 UMS)

30 Mandatory unit
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The aim of this Course: 

Our GCSE Computer Science course gets students working with real-world, practical programming techniques that 
give them a good understanding of what makes technology work. Our GCSE has built-in progression to further studies 
and is recognised as developing the skills that employers value. 

• Course Content:
• Paper One: Understanding Computer Science

Course contents:

1. Hardware
2. Logical operations
3. Communication
4. Organisation and structure of data
5. Operating systems
6. Principles of programming
7. Software engineering
8. Program construction
9. Security and data management
10. Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital technology on wider society

Paper Two: Computational Thinking and Programming 

Course contents:

1. Problem solving
2. Algorithms and programming constructs
3. Programming languages
4. Data structures and data types
5. Security and authentication

Non-examination assessment: Software Development

The coursework assesses a student’s ability to use the knowledge and skills gained through the course to solve  a 
practical programming problem. The task will be the development of a computer program along with the computer 
programming code itself which has been designed, written and tested by a student to solve a problem. (Note: this is a 
compulsory element of the course but does not count towards the final assessment.)

How it is assessed

• Two exams
• Paper 1 – Written examination (1h 45m, 100 marks)
• Paper 2 – On-screen examination (2h, 60 marks)

Questions

A mix of multiple choice, short and longer questions assessing knowledge of computing, as well as a practical problem 
solving examination where students are required to demonstrate their programming skills.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

WJEC EDUQAS Mr P Chudley

Computer Science
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The aim of this course: 

“Dance is vital, an activity both exhilarating and liberating to watch or do. The instinct to dance is fundamentally joyous 
and no matter how hard you try you can’t get away from that for long. It can also be a huge force for good, effectively 
drawing people together levelling everyone through sheer hard work. It can speed up your heart rate it can enliven your 
being it can change your life.”    Richard Alston CBE 

The study of dance as an art form contributes to students’ aesthetic and social development.  As a physical activity it 
promotes fitness and well-being. As performers, students develop confidence and self-esteem. They develop self and 
body awareness as well as sensitivity to others and team working skills. Effective performance requires physical effort 
and the determination to succeed and improve. Effective choreography requires imagination and the ability to mould a 
number of elements together to create a finished piece. 

Course Content: 

A student of GCSE Dance will study three areas in the subject: 

• PERFORMANCE 
- Good studio practice 
- The technical nature of dance skills 
- The expressive nature of dance skills 
- Factors which influence the achievement of high quality dance performance 

• CHOREOGRAPHY 
- The process of creating choreography 
- Choreographic structure 
- Other features of a dance - music, costume, set etc. 

• APPRECIATION 
- Analysis and interpretation of dances, both professional and students’ own work 
- The historical and social context of dances 

Assessment:
Component 1: Performance and Choreography (60% of GCSE)
Performance: This consists of a 1-minute solo performance set by the exam board and a three and a half minute duet/
trio performance. (40 marks)
Choreography: Solo (2 – 2 ½ minutes) or group choreography (3 – 3 ½ minutes). Based on externally set tasks by the 
exam board. (40 marks)

Component 2: Dance Appreciation (40% of GCSE)
Written Exam: I hour 30 minutes (80 marks)
• Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills.
• Critical appreciation of own work
• Critical appreciation of 6 short professional works – covering a range of styles and style fusions including: 
Ballet, Urban, Contemporary and Dance from other Cultures.
Career Paths:
GCSE Dance offers students a stepping-stone to further study in dance and other related art forms at A-level and 
degree. But that is not all! As a creative art form GCSE Dance also develops valuable skills in communication, research, 
evaluation, analysis and self-confidence. All skills that are required now by employers in the world of work. Possible 
careers could include: Dancer, Choreographer, Teacher, Events Planner, Theatre Manager, Artistic Director, Dance 
Critic, Physical Therapist, Arts Council Advisor or Marketing.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

AQA Mrs V Evans

Dance



19

About this qualification: 

Through studying GCSE Design and Technology, learners will be prepared to participate confidently and 
successfully in an increasingly technological world; and be aware of, and learn from, wider influences on 
design and technology, including historical, social/cultural, environmental and economic factors.
The specification enables learners to work creatively when designing and making and apply technical and 
practical expertise, in order to:

• Demonstrate their understanding that all design and technological activity takes place within contexts 
that influence the outcomes of design practice.

• Use imagination, experimentation and combine ideas when designing.
• Develop the skills to critique and refine their own ideas whilst designing and making.
• Communicate their design ideas and decisions using different media and techniques, as appropriate for 

different audiences at key points in their designing.
• Develop a broad knowledge of materials, components and technologies and practical skills to develop 

high quality, imaginative and functional prototypes.
• Be ambitious and open to explore and take design risks in order to stretch the development of design 

proposals, avoiding clichéd or stereotypical responses.
• Use key design and technology terminology including those related to: designing, innovation and 

communication; materials and technologies; making, manufacture and production; critiquing, values 
and ethics.

What will learners study?

The subject content is presented under two headings: technical principles and designing and making 
principles. Within each area, the content is further divided into core knowledge and understanding and in-
depth knowledge and understanding.

• Core knowledge and understanding: Learners are required to study all of the content in these five areas.
• Design and technology and our world
• Smart materials
• Electronic systems and programmable components
• Mechanical components and devices
• Materials

In-depth knowledge and understanding: Learners are required to study at least one of these four areas.

• Papers and Boards (Graphic Design)
• Natural and Manufactured Timber (Resistant Materials)
• Errous and Non-Ferrous Metals (Engineering)
• Fibres and Textiles (Fashion & Textiles)

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

WJEC - EDUQAS Mr P Chudley/Mr Richer

Design and Technology
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Design and Technology Continued

The subject content for GCSE Design and Technology will be assessed in the written examination and non-
exam assessment (NEA).

Written examination: 2 hours = 50% of qualification
NEA: approximately 35 hours = 50% of qualification

Career Paths: 
A student following this subject could use this course to help gain entry to any number of different related 
design or creative job roles. They may look at or consider the following:
Architecture     Engineering (all sectors)             
Movie Set Designer  Digital Graphic Communications
Interior design                             Advertising
Display Designer  Education
Product design                            Game designing
Automotive Engineering Graphic Designer
Fashion design  Many more…
Traditional Trades  Gain Access to ‘A’ level DT Course

Only one Technology choice is permitted (including Food & Nutrition).
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The aim of this course is to:

Encourage students to work imaginatively and creatively in a collaborative context. Drama is an exciting, 
creative and challenging course and whilst studying this subject you will develop your ability to use voice and 
physicality effectively to create clearly defined characters in performance. You will also learn new techniques 
that will enable you to direct and construct pieces of drama from scratch and bring written scripts to life. 
Not only this, but you will also develop your skills as a confident communicator, creative thinker and team 
worker as well as your ability to work independently to research your work and create intelligent and thought 
provoking pieces of theatre. 

Course Content:

During the two years you will be examined on two practical pieces of work - one devised 40% and one 
scripted 20%. The final assessment includes a written exam on the analysis of a set play and a critique of 
live theatre production seen, which accounts for the remaining 40% of the total mark.  During the course, 
most lessons will be practical in nature with an exploration of different styles of theatre from Brechtian 
techniques to physical theatre. The study of the set play with be through practical workshops, leading to an 
understanding of how performers, directors and designers work to communicate meaning to an audience.

Component 1: Understanding Drama (40% of GCSE)
Written Exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes

• Knowledge and understanding of Drama and Theatre
• Study of one set play
• Analysis and evaluation of live theatre performances

There are three sections in the written paper:

• Section A: multiple choice (4 marks)
• Section B: four questions on a given extract from the set play (44 marks)
• Section C: one question (from a choice) on the work of theatre marks in a single live theatre production 

(32 marks)

Component 2: Devising Drama (40% of GCSE)

Practical:
Working in small groups, between three and five people, to devise and create your own performance 
based on a stimulus. Students are marked on their final performance, where they can contribute as either 
performer or designer, and also in the analysis and evaluation of their work. (80 marks)
Devising Log (60 marks)
Devised Performance (20 marks)

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:

AQA Mrs V Evans

Drama
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Component 3: Texts in Practice (20% of GCSE)

Practical:
A performance of two extracts from a scripted play. Students can contribute as either performer or 
designer. (50 marks)
Performance of Extract 1 (20 marks)
Performance of Extract 2 (20 marks)

Career Paths
It is now widely recognised that Drama can make an enormous contribution to your personal development. 
In today’s world employers are looking for mature, creative people who can communicate effectively - 
precisely the skills that Drama develops. Drama will help develop your ability to work in a team. It gives 
you the opportunity to understand different points of view, create your own opinions, listen purposefully 
and develop important language skills. Possible careers could include: Actor, Director, Producer, Lighting 
Designer, Sound Designer, Costume Designer, Stage Manager, Theatre Manager, Theatre Critic, Events 
Planner, Set Builder, Media, Film & TV, Advertising, Marketing, Journalism, Politics, Teaching and many more.

Drama Continued
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Food Preparation and Nutrition

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
EDUQAS Mr P Chudley

The aim of this course:

This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which focuses on practical 
cooking skills to ensure that you develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the 
working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this qualification focuses on nurturing your practical 
cookery skills to give you a strong understanding of nutrition. The lessons are fast paced and challenging 
and will put your theoretical understanding of food into practice. 

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics:
• Food, nutrition and health
• Food science
• Food safety
• Food choice
• Food provenance.

How will you be assessed?

• Task 1 = 15%: you will carry out a Food investigation where your understanding of the working 
characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients will be put to the test. 

• Task 2 = 35%: is a Food preparation assessment.  Your cookery skills and understanding of ingredients 
and nutrition will be on show as you plan, prepare, cook and present food to a chosen task.

• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes - Theoretical knowledge of food preparation and nutrition from the five 
core topics listed above.   50% of GCSE

Further Education and Careers:

It is a serious qualification that will be another step towards creating a healthier and happier society and will 
prepare you for further study in the 6th Form.  Or, you might choose to carry on your food studies at tech 
level or embark on an apprenticeship in the catering or food industries.  Typical career paths in the world of 
food include: 

Food & Sports Science   Food Technologist Microbiologist
Food Business Management  Food Scientist     Nutritionist 
Environmental Health    Food Journalism Lab Technician
New Product Development  Caterer                  Home Economics
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The aim of this course:

In GCSE Geography you will study the relationship between PEOPLE and the ENVIRONMENT they live in.  
Geography is a lively, topical and relevant subject that will provide you with the skills and understanding 
necessary to be a knowledgeable citizen in the modern word.  Climate change, the global population 
explosion, natural disasters, food miles, “sweatshops” in South East Asia, the internet revolution, 
extreme tourism, Fair Trade, our future energy  sources, catastrophic flooding - geography studies 
all this and more!  We will use a variety of modern textbooks, audio-visual lessons, computer aided 
learning, fieldwork, problem solving, computer based maps including Google Earth and photographs 
during the course. If you are interested in the world you live in then this is the course for you!

Course Content:

The AQA specification is a linear course with three exams at the end of Year 11. There is no coursework.

Unit 1: “Living with the Physical Environment”
This covers the challenges of natural hazards including earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis and 
tropical cyclones; coastal and river management in the UK including flooding, global warming and 
sea level rise; the living world including tropical rainforest management and biodiversity loss.

Unit 2: “Challenges in the Human Environment”
This covers urban issues and challenges including megacities and urban environmental problems; the 
changing economic world including globalisation, TNCs, the rise of China and fair trade; the challenge 
of resource management including water, climate change and energy resources for the future.

Unit 3 “Geographical Applications”
This covers geographical skills including fieldwork primary data collection and 
analysis, maps, photos, satellite images and graphs. It also includes problem 
solving/decision making skills of real geographical issues.

Assessment:

Unit 1: 1 hour 30 minute exam in June Y11 (35% of course)
Unit 2:  1 hour 30 minute exam in June Y11 (35% 0f course)
Unit3: 1 hour exam in June Y11 (30% of course) Pre – release material for the decision 
making exercise will be released to students from March 15th in Year 11.

Fieldwork: We will do at least three days of fieldwork visits during the course to prepare for the Unit 3 exam.

Career Paths:

Geography provides a wide range of skills demanded for higher education and work.  Last year 17 
students went on to study Geography at University from QECC. Geography can be taken as an Art or 
Science at University. Geographers are some of the most employable graduates as they are numerate, 
can communicate, problem solve, are ICT literate and write reports. They enter a huge range of careers 
in jobs related to the Environment, Retail, Law, Meteorology, Earth Science, International Development, 
Engineering, Marketing, The Travel Industry, Research, Business Management and more.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
AQA Mrs N Manwaring

Geography
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History is a fascinating and exciting subject that allows students to develop a variety of skills that 
are highly valued by Higher Education Institutes and employers. Students learn to collect and select 
information, to understand and interrogate sources of evidence, to appreciate and communicate 
different points of view, and to be able to draw reasoned and well-judged conclusions.

Unit 1: Medicine in Britain.   This is a Thematic Study which allows students to track changes 
from the Greeks and the Medieval period through to the 21st Century with a focus on the reasons 
for historical change. It allows students to visit periods that would not always be seen in other 
courses including the Renaissance and Enlightenment periods. Finally students get a taster of 
medical issues today such as the use of DNA and Genetic Engineering, AIDS and the NHS. 
The course also has a historical environment focus on The British Sector of the Western 
Front in World War I. This is a chance for students to build on the work they have done 
in Year 9 and explore a fascinating, important and topical area of our history. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 15 minutes 30% of the qualification 

Unit 2(a): British Depth Study: The Reign of Richard and John 1189-1216: This is a new and exciting aspect 
to the GCSE course which allows students to study two very different and widely interpreted English Kings. 
It provides a vital understanding of medieval society while looking at aspects of kingship central to that 
period. It looks at the role of religion and a particularly relevant exploration of the Crusades and religious 
conflict. Finally, it studies the birth of our modern political system and constitution – Magna Carta.

Unit 2(b): Period Study: Conflict in the Middle East 1945-95: A study of a period which has huge 
current political significance to the international community, this course traces the development 
of the conflict to its modern reality. We explore the beginning of the conflict from the British 
withdrawal from Palestine and the creation of Israel, to the increase in conflict and attempts at 
resolution. We analyse US involvement in the Gulf and the effect of changing superpower policies 
in the Middle East, and finally the impact and changing nature of terrorism in the region. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 45 minutes 40% of the qualification 

Unit 3: Modern Depth Study: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39: This topic allows students to build on their 
Year 9 work and explore questions vital to the modern world and to historical study. How did Hitler become 
the most popular man in Germany in 1932-33? How was he able to establish and maintain a ruthless 
dictatorship that led to the elimination of opposition and almost of an entire race of people? This course 
will develop a passion for the subject and academic skills of historical comparison and interpretation. 

Written examination: 1 hour and 20 minutes 30% of the qualification 
Career Paths: History is valued by almost any employer, however popular career paths 
include – Law, Journalism, Politics, Teaching, Advertising and Marketing, Research.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
EDEXCEL Mr T Evans

History
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Students should only choose a language that they are currently studying.

The aim of these courses is to: 

Enable you to function in another language! 

The importance of knowing a Modern Foreign Language in today’s age has never been more important. 
Opportunities for travel have never been so enticing, with cheap flights to France, Belgium and Switzerland 
being readily available from local airports. The enjoyment of learning a language and then communicating 
successfully whilst abroad is very fulfilling. Moreover, more and more foreign companies are relocating to 
the UK and the demand for the workforce to know a second foreign language is essential for promotion 
and career development (e.g. FlyBe in Exeter). Opportunities also exist for people to develop their careers 
abroad, be it on secondment for a fixed period or indefinitely. 

When learning a language at GCSE, you are not only learning the language but learning HOW to learn 
a language. These skills are transferable to learning another language later in life. The skills involved in 
learning a language also lend themselves to the world of work, with students developing an eye for detail, 
growing in self-confidence and improving their own grammatical knowledge of language. 

• Improve your earnings 
• Invest in your future and gain yourself a valuable skill 
• Demonstrate your adaptability, open-mindedness, creativity, flexibility and world awareness. 
• An increasing global economy in which the benefits of language are self-evident. 

Course Content: 
The courses are split into different topic areas, including Leisure, Holidays, Home and Local Area and 
Environment and we will study these topics in a variety of different ways, including individual, pair and group 
work, digital recording and use of ICT and of course with a focus on speaking, listening, reading and writing.

Assessment: 
Just as in Years 7- 9, the focus is on the 4 key skills:

Speaking (25%) 
Reading (25%)
Writing (25%) 
Listening (25%) 

All of the exams are terminal and will be completed at the end of Year 11 with students being entered either 
for the Foundation or Higher tier in each.

Career Paths: 
Make yourself more worldly aware - and attractive - to future employers and those around you. The following 
sectors all use a language: Business Services, Central Government, Construction, Creative and Media, 
Engineering, Event Management, Financial Services, Hair and Beauty , Health, Medicine and Social Care, 
Land-based and Environmental, Law, Local Government, Manufacturing, Marketing, Public Services, Retail, 
Teaching, Technology and Computer Gaming, Translation and Interpreting, Travel and Tourism, Voluntary 
and Charitable Sector. See www.languageswork.org.uk for even more opportunities!

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
WJEC Mr J Addy

Modern Foreign Languages 
(French, German & Spanish)
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This two-year course provides opportunities for you to develop your performing, composing and listening/
appraising skills and to increase your musical knowledge and understanding by exploring four Areas of 
Study:

• Musical Forms and Devices
• Music for Ensemble
• Film Music
• Popular Music

Assessment
You will be assessed through a combination of performing and composing coursework (assessed by your 
music teacher) and the listening/appraising examination. 

Component 1: Performing 30% of qualification 
• Total duration of performances: 4-6 minutes 
• Non exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated

You must perform a minimum of two pieces, one of which must be an ensemble performance of at least 
one-minute duration. The other piece(s) may be either solo and/or ensemble. One of the pieces performed 
must link to an area of study of your choice. 

Component 2: Composing 30% of qualification
• Total duration of compositions: 3-6 minutes 
• Non-exam assessment: internally assessed, externally moderated

Throughout the course you will develop your understanding and skills in response to a variety of tasks based 
on each Area of Study. ICT may be used for the composing process and/or preparing the recording and 
score. Two compositions, one of which must be in response to a brief set by WJEC/Eduqas. You will choose 
one brief from a choice of four, each one linked to a different area of study. The briefs will be released during 
the first week of September in the second year of the course. The second composition is a free composition 
for which you will set your own brief.

Component 3: Appraising 40% of qualification
• Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes 

You will study a variety of styles and genres connected with the four Areas of Study listed above. Each area 
will focus on identifying musical elements and features, applying subject specific vocabulary and placing 
the music in its context. There are two set works that you will need to know in detail. At the end of the course 
you will sit a 1hr 15 minute written examination. 

Potential Careers
Music is a subject which is highly prized amongst universities and employers alike due to the reputations 
that musicians have as good team players, the ability to persevere at something, high academic 
achievement, multitasking and incredible attention to detail. Music industry careers include: 

Songwriter, Performer, Music Producer, Sound Engineer, Orchestrator, Composer, Film Scorer/Composer, 
Jingle Writer, Copyist, Conductor, Music Journalism, Music Teacher.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
EDUQAS Mrs T Landles

Music (GCSE)
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What will I learn?

You will study three components that reflect the nature of the music industry in the 21 Century:

Component 1: Exploring the Music Industry (internally assessed)
Component 2: Music Skills Development (internally assessed)
Component 3: Responding to a Commercial Music brief (externally assessed). 

How is the course structured?

The two-year course will consist of project work for all three components. As a team you will organise your 
own live event and develop an understanding of the different job roles that are required to make the event a 
success. Students will also compose/arrange, record and market your own class EP. Finally, you will develop 
your performing skills as a solo and ensemble performer. 

How will I study?

Components 1 and 2 are completed as long-term projects. You will undertake a range of tasks during the 
course many will be practical, some will be written. Throughout various projects you will be required to 
keep a logbook and build a portfolio of evidence, which may include written work, recordings, video and 
photographs. Component 3 will be a controlled assessment and marked by Pearson. Three hours will be 
completed under formal supervision and 20 hours will be completed under informal supervision. Twelve 
weeks before the supervised assessment period, you will be given the set task in order to carry out the 
development of creative ideas and techniques for the final music product. The set task will be completed in 
23 hours.

How will I be assessed?

Assessment is mainly through internally assessed coursework with one externally assessed exam unit. All 
work is assessed using Pass, Merit and Distinction grading criteria. 

Is this Course for me?

An enthusiasm for practical work is vital. The ability to work independently and manage your work is also 
important. You will need to rehearse on your own or as part of an ensemble, as well as researching and 
providing written documentation as evidence.
To succeed in this course, determination and hard work is needed. Students who enjoy performing and have 
the ability to express themselves creatively enjoy this subject immensely.

Music may only be chosen once.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
PEARSON Mrs T Landles

BTEC Level 2 Tech Award in Music Practice
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The aim of this course: 

Developing personal creativity, increasing appreciation and understanding of the visual arts and 
learning practical skills in developing work using lens based media. You should choose this course if: 

• You have a strong interest in the subject and are prepared to work hard in it.
• You are thinking of pursuing a career in Photography, and Creative Industries.

Course Content: 
This is a practical course where you will be given the opportunity to explore ideas, materials and techniques 
to help you put together a strong Controlled Assessment Portfolio. A portfolio should include at least two 
projects.  Themes may include:

• Portraiture 
• Documentary style 
• Fashion 

You will need to be enthusiastic and prepared to take shoots in your own time. You must also be able to 
organise yourself and pursue an idea to its logical conclusion. You must be prepared to work independently 
between lessons too. 

Assessment:
Controlled Assessment Portfolio - Candidates will put together a portfolio of work responding to a 
personal theme over a duration of 45 hours.  60%
Set Task - Candidates will select one starting point from their exam paper, 
which they can start to research from January. Their final piece 
will be made in a 10 hour exam.  40%
Controlled Assessment Dates - Your work will be assessed formally by your teacher at the end of each 
project.  This usually will be at the end of each term.  Your Controlled Assessment Portfolio will be submitted 
for final assessment approximately Easter of Year 11

Controlled Assessment Dates:
Your work will be assessed formally by your teacher at the end of each project.  This normally will be at the 
end of each term.  Your controlled Assessment Portfolio will be submitted for final assessment at the end of 
January in Year 11.

Career Paths: 
Aerial photography    Nature    Medical
Animation     Photo journalism 
Architectural     Portrait and Wedding photography 
Commercial     Sports 
Curator     Stock Agent 
Digital artist    Special effects 
Editorial photographer   Teacher 
Film making     Travel 
Fine Art     Photo researcher 
Forensic photography   Wildlife photography  

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
AQA Mrs J Morton

Photography
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The aim of this course: 

To develop pupils’ understanding and awareness of all aspects of sport and health. It enables pupils to 
expand their knowledge of a wide range of health and fitness issues, alongside improving their practical 
skills in a number of sporting activities. Aspects of the course also enable candidates to develop their 
leadership and communication skills by developing their officiating and coaching skills. 

Course Content: 
1. Applied anatomy and physiology 2. Movement analysis 3. Physical training   
4. Use of data    5. Sports psychology   6. Socio-cultural influences
7. Health, fitness and well-being

Career Paths: 
The knowledge gained during the two years will prepare pupils for a wide range of career paths in both the 
sporting and health professions.  Professions include; Sports Coach, Nutritionist, Teacher, Elite Performer, 
Nurse , Physiotherapist 

Points to consider: you must have an all-round interest in all aspects of sport, and be prepared for both 
theory and practical lessons. Practical ability accounts for 40% of the course so it helps to be regularly 
playing competitive sport, but it is not essential.  This course cannot be combined with Sports Studies.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
AQA Miss K Rowe

Physical Education (GCSE)

Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed?
Applied anatomy and physiology
Movement analysis
Physical training
Use of data

How it’s assessed?
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
78 marks
30% of GCSE

Exam paper.
Answer all questions.
A mixture of multiple choice/
objective test questions, 
short answer questions and 
extended answer questions.

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed?
Sports psychology
Socio-cultural influences
Health, fitness and well-being
Use of data

How’s it assessed?
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
78 marks
30% of GCSE

Exam paper.
Answer all questions.
A mixture of multiple choice/
objective test questions, 
short answer questions and 
extended answer questions.

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport

What’s assessed?
Practical performance in three 
different physical activities in the 
role of player/performer (one in a 
team activity, one in an individual 
activity and a third in either a team 
or in an individual activity).
Analysis and evaluation of 
performance to bring about 
improvement in one activity.

How’s it assessed?
Assessed by teachers
Moderated by AQA
100 marks
40% of GCSE
For each of their three activities, students will be assessed in skills in 
progressive drills (10 marks per activity) and in the full context (15 
marks per activity).  Students will be assessed on their analysis (15 
marks) and evaluation (10 marks) of performance to bring about 
improvement in one activity.
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What is the background?

The value of all students having an opportunity to explore the impact of religious beliefs on society seems 
ever more relevant, and this is recognised in the legal requirement for religious education within the 
curriculum.
  
Beliefs and Values is a vibrant and exciting course which includes Humanism as a worldview. This course 
will equip students with an appreciation of our globalised, diverse and multicultural modern world, and their 
unique place within it.  

What will students gain?

Students will be challenged with questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them 
to develop their own attitudes towards religious issues.

They will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics form the basis of our culture. They 
will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with abstract ideas, leadership and 
research skills. 
  
What is the course about?

The GCSE full-course AQA Religious Studies A (8062) and has two components: 

1. The study of religion:  beliefs, teachings and practices (50%)
            
• In the first component, we will study two religions:
• Buddhism and Islam    (Christianity and Humanism will also be included)
         

2.    Thematic Studies (50%)
          
The second component consists of four different themes:  
• Religion and Life.
• Religion, Peace and Conflict.
• Religion, Crime and Punishment.
• Religion, Human Rights and Social Justice

How is the course assessed?
Each of the two components will be assessed by a written exam of 1 hr 45 mins.

For more information: 
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/rs/specifications/AQA-8062-SP-2016-DRAFT.PDF

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
AQA Ms L Partridge

Religious Education
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The aim of this course: 

An OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate is a vocational qualification.  This means that all of the 
assessment tasks are directly linked to the sports industry.  Throughout the course you will gain experience 
in a number of practical activities, all of which you will be assessed in.  Largely these will be outdoor activities 
(climbing, mountain biking and hill-walking), although there is also a requirement for assessment in a team 
sport and whilst umpiring/officiating.

Course Content: 

You will study four units.  The units will be:

1. Contemporary issues in sport (written exam)
2. Developing sports skills 
3. Sports leadership
4. Developing knowledge and skills in outdoor and adventurous activities

Assessment: 

The course is assessed largely through coursework (75%), which is made up of both practical and written 
elements.  There is also a 1 hour written exam which makes up the remaining 25% of the final grade.  The 
assessment for this course is carried out continually throughout the two years.  The qualification is a 
Cambridge National Certificate, which is equivalent to 1 GCSE.  Students will study five hours across the two 
week timetable.

Career Paths: 

The course is suited for progression in all sport and outdoor Post-16 courses, and careers.  Examples include 
Pe Teacher, Outdoor Adventure Instructor, Personal Trainer, Outdoor Centre Manager.

Points to consider: you must have an all-round interest in all aspects of sport and outdoor activities, and 
be prepared for both theory and practical lessons.  Practical is not an option, it is an assessed element.  
There is a charge for entry into the climbing wall in Exeter of £6 per session, with students being expected 
to cover this cost.  Students will climb for a maximum of ten sessions per academic year.  Students must 
be prepared to be assessed in a team sport for which they will need to provide their own evidence.  Please 
speak to Mr Woodgate about the approved list of sports set by OCR.

This course cannot be combined with GCSE Physical Education.

Examination Board: Lead Teacher:
OCR Mr B Woodgate

Sports Studies (With an Outdoor Ed focus)
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What happens now? 
Find out as much as you can: 

If you’ve read this far, hopefully you know a bit more about all the courses on offer for you in Year 10. 

You can find out even more by: 

• Talking to your tutor
• Talking to your teachers 
• Talking to older students 
• Listening in assembly to further information 
• Talking to the Careers staff 
• Coming to the Year 9 Options Consultation (7th January 2020) 
• Coming to the Parent Information Evening - Year 9 Options - Courses on offer (8th January 2020) 
• Visiting the Careers Library/College Library and getting as much careers advice as possible 
• Accessing careers websites 

Fill in the Options Form

Make sure that: 

• You have filled in all the sections of the form 
• Your parents/carers have signed the form 
• You have made a first and second choice where necessary 

You must return the Options Form by: Friday 24th January 2020

What happens next?

Ms McDade and the Learning Area Team Leaders or another member of staff will ask to see you if your 
option choices appear unsuitable or cannot be timetabled.  We cannot promise, however, that we can meet 
everyone’s preferences, and for some courses we may have to change the exact specification from those 
written here. 

If too many students choose a course that can only take a limited number of students, we will go to the 
second choices and reserve options that you have put on your form, so it is important to think carefully 
about what these other choices will be. If so few students choose a subject that we cannot afford the 
teacher time, we will explain the problem to all the students concerned and go to second choices and 
reserve options. 

Once students have begun their courses in September it is unlikely that requests for change can be granted. 
That is why it is so important to read all the information carefully and think seriously about your choices 
NOW.  When all the forms have been processed you will be sent a confirmation letter in early May 2020 to 
tell you what your courses will be for Year 10 and 11. 

Next ...
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What will you be doing in three years’ time?  The subjects and activities that you choose now are not just for 
Years 10 and 11 - they also lead on to study opportunities and careers in the years following GCSEs. 

People keep on learning and it is hard for anyone these days to escape doing some form of study after 
GCSEs. You will have to stay in education or training until you are 18. There are lots of different options, 
however, of different types of study: A-levels, Vocational Courses, Apprenticeships and many others. 

Queen Elizabeth’s has an outstanding Sixth Form, which provides excellent opportunities for students to 
gain qualifications that can lead on to Higher Education or employment. We have strong teaching expertise, 
varied activities to do outside class and supportive tutors to guide you through the Sixth Form experience. 

Below, you can see the courses currently on offer in the Sixth Form at Queen Elizabeth’s. No doubt, by the 
time you are making choices of what to do after GCSEs, the range of options will be even greater!  We hope 
that whatever you choose to do in Years 10 and 11 will lead on to useful and enjoyable experiences in the 
Sixth Form here at QE. 

A LEVELS

The Distant Future

Art French Media Studies

Biology Geography Music

Business Health & Social Care Philosophy & Ethics

Chemistry History Photography

Critical Thinking Human Biology Psychology

Design Technology Law Sports Studies

English Language Mathematics Sociology

English Literature Further Mathematics Theatre Studies


