
08.06.2020 

Dear Year 10 Parents and Carers 

RE: Wider Opening of QE for Year 10 students from 15 June 2020 

Following on from my previous emails, we are now in a position to give more details 

about the ‘face to face’ provision we have planned for our Year 10 students and we 

very much look forward to seeing as many of them as possible back in school this 

term.  

The government has said that secondary schools must not have more than 25% of 

their Year 10 students in school at any one time. This 25% includes key worker and 

specific students that we have had in school throughout the pandemic.  For QE this 

means we cannot have more than sixty Year 10 students on site at any one time.  We 

need to allow for up to twenty key worker and specific students, meaning the wider 

opening allows for forty additional students in school at any one time.  

We are very keen to ensure that our provision is available to all Year 10 students and 

have therefore made sure we can accommodate everyone.  This means we have 

taken a phased approach to the plans.  We also want to be able to adapt the provision 

if there are any changes to the Government’s guidance.  In the first instance, we can 

offer three full days of provision this term.  We hope to be able to expand this 

provision as we move into July, but this will depend on the level of uptake.   

This letter is split into two parts, firstly I will explain the educational provision, secondly 

the health and safety steps we have taken.   

The educational provision is as follows.  Each of the three days in school will be split 

into two half-day sessions.  One session will be English, maths and science taught by 

a subject specialist.  The second session is designed to support students from a 

pastoral perspective and to support their work in the virtual school.  These sessions 

will be focused on all of their other subjects.  No one knows how long COVID-19 will 

impact on the way schools operate.  Whatever happens we will be continuing to use 

the virtual school to support students learning at home.  It is therefore important that 

we use this opportunity of some ‘face to face’ time with students to boost their ability 

to work in the virtual school.  The three days will be spaced apart, with a gap of 

approximately four working days between each of the three days in school. 

Students will be in classes of ten, and will spend the entire day in that class of ten.  

Whilst we will take care to structure those groups as sensitively as possible the 

timetabling of the sessions is complex and we will not be able to place students in 

friendship groups or their normal teaching groups. At break times, they will be with a 

limited number of other students from their building or ‘bubble’.  We will have staggered 

times to the day to ensure students remain in the ‘bubble’.  

We have summarised the health and safety measures we have taken in a short video 

– please click on the link at the end of this email.  In addition, please note the following 

important arrangements: 



 Coronavirus symptoms - Do not come to school and do not allow your child 

to attend school if they or anyone in your household has any of the following 

symptoms: 

o high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or 

back (you do not need to measure your temperature) 

o new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an 

hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a 

cough, it may be worse than usual) 

o loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've 

noticed you cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste 

different to normal. 

o If your child develops any of these symptoms during the day they will be 

taken to a segregated area and you will be contacted to collect them. 

 Student drop off and collection – If you choose to bring your child to school 

by car please take care and be aware of potential congestion on Barnfield hill.  

Please use the raised car park area on the right immediately after you enter the 

Barnfield Campus.  Drivers should remain in the car. 

 School Transport - we will be liaising closely with Devon County Council 

School Transport and expect school transport to be available for all eligible 

students.  Please take note of the Government’s guidance concerning the use 

of public transport. 

 Reception - Please do not come into the Reception area unless you have 

called ahead and booked an appointment.  Only one parent or carer should 

attend any meetings. 

 Catering payments – Please ensure your child brings their pick ‘n’ pay 

cashless catering card with them.  If your child is not eligible for Free School 

Meals please ensure that you have topped their account up online using 

ParentPay as the cash deposit machines in school will not be in use 

 Equipment – Please ensure your child brings a named water bottle and 

personal stationery with them and stress that they should not share these items 

with others. 

 Please reinforce the messages that we will be giving to all students about the 

importance of: 

o Washing or sanitising their hands frequently especially; when they 

get to school or arrive home, after they blow their nose, cough or sneeze, 

before they eat or handle food and after going to the toilet. 

o Using tissues if they cough or sneeze. 

o Observing the social distancing measures in place and remaining 2 

metres away from others.  



o Following instructions from staff.  Restrictive measures are in place to 

protect them, their families, other students and our staff.  The restrictions 

may well mean that they are unable to interact with friends who are in 

school at the same time but who are in a different ‘bubble’. 

o Not coming to school or near the school if they are not in school that day.  

o Going straight to their designated building on arrival, as directed by staff. 

 PPE including face coverings – The Government’s guidance is that wearing 

a face covering or face mask in schools is not recommended.  PPE is available 

for staff who may need to supervise a student who becomes unwell with 

symptoms of coronavirus until they can return home.  Students and staff who 

wish to wear their own PPE, including face-coverings, may do so. 

You may also be interested to read the Government’s guidance for Parents and Carers 

published here https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-

settings-information-for-parents-and-carers  

Students will wear a simplified uniform of black school shoes, black school trousers, 

skirt or shorts and a white school shirt.  These items should comply with our normal 

school uniform items and descriptions.  Students will not be required to wear the school 

blazer or the school tie.  School clothing should be washed at the end of each school 

day.      

We want to see as many Year 10 students as possible in school before the end of 

term.  Our provision is designed for all and will benefit all students.  However, we 

respect the decisions parents and carers will take at this challenging time.   

I’m afraid I must therefore ask you to complete another ‘e’ form!  I do appreciate these 

can be frustrating to complete.  This will however be the final opportunity to secure a 

place for your Year 10 child to attend any ‘face to face’ sessions this term.  I am afraid 

we will not be able to accept students after this.  The level of uptake will determine the 

number of days in school and the extent to which we can expand the provision.  As I 

say, we can provide at least three days, however depending on the level of uptake we 

may be able to provide more.   

Please watch the health and safety arrangements video via this link 
https://vimeo.com/425847477  
 
Please complete the ‘e’ form via this link by Wednesday 10 June at 6pm:  
 
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mN1Ag_xwqkiBxUPM8ha6K
QTLC5iwGNBBvFbiD5hF16NURU0yS0lVNzFQQTZIR0pRQjVOMllVNFc1Ui4u 
  

We very much look forward to welcoming all our Year 10 students back into school.   

Yours sincerely 

Rupert Poole  

Principal 
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