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Curriculum  

Years 7 to 9  

All students follow a broad and balanced curriculum at Key Stage 3, which provides a firm 
foundation for success at Key Stage 4 as well as a valuable understanding of subjects that are 
studied only at Key Stage 3. This includes the National Curriculum core and foundation 
subjects and a Personal Development lesson each week.  

In Year 7 and 8, students are taught in ability groups in Mathematics and are taught in mixed 
ability groups in all other subjects, mainly tutor groups in Year 7. Some students have lessons 
to develop their learning and literacy skills in the Foundation Learning Base where they study 
English and Humanities subjects. Other students may be extracted from some lessons for 
short-term literacy intervention.  

Students are taught a term each of French, German and Spanish in Modern Foreign Languages 
in Year 7 and choose which of these they wish to take as their language from Year 8 onwards. 
Humanities and Expressive Arts are taught in discrete lessons (Geography, History, Religious 
Education, Art, Drama, Music) each week. Design Technology is taught in block rotations of 
Food, Graphics, Resistant Materials, Textiles and Computing. At the end of year 8 students 
choose two Design Technology subjects, which they then focus on in Year 9. Physical 
Education lessons provide a programme that develops students’ practical abilities in 
individual and team sports, dance and outdoor activities.  

In Year 9 classes are taught in sets in a wider range of subjects and elements of the GCSE 
courses are introduced. Mathematics, English and English Literature GCSEs begin from the 
beginning of Year 9. In Science GCSE is begun at the start of the spring term. Other subjects 
put greater emphasis on GCSE knowledge, understanding and skills in Year 9 in preparation 
for courses at Key Stage 4.  

In December of Year 9 the Options process begins. Students are given the opportunity to 
choose their courses, which start at the beginning of Year 10. We talk carefully with students 
and parents to help them choose courses on which they will achieve success and which open 
gateways to higher education and employment. Further details can be found in the Options 
booklet which is on the school website.  

In Years 7-9 we will continue to teach the National Curriculum Programmes of Study, adapting 
these where necessary to provide a foundation for the new GCSE courses. We report progress 
and Application to Learning for each subject for Years 7 to 9. In Year 9 English and 
Mathematics are reported as GCSE professional predictions in addition to Application to 
Learning.  

 

 

 



Years 10 and 11  

Breadth and balance in the curriculum continues in Years 10 and 11. Students are able to keep 
open a broad range of options for further study and work with training.  

All students follow a core curriculum from Years 10 to 11. This includes English, Mathematics, 
two or three Sciences, Core PE, RE, and a Personal Development lesson each week. In addition 
all students choose either History or Geography as their Humanities option. Students choose 
three additional subjects from a wide range of optional courses, which includes GCSE, BTEC 
and other vocational courses. We encourage students who are planning to go to university to 
seriously consider taking a Modern Foreign Language and we encourage all students to 
consider taking an arts or technology option. In light of the increased level of challenge in the 
reformed GCSEs, which are introduced for most subjects in September 2016, we have 
increased the amount of hours available to study each option. Some students may substitute 
an option for support to strengthen their learning overall. Religious Education in Year 10 
delivered in Tutor group and PDP time. 

Students develop their learning and experience further through involvement in a wide range 
of co-curricular activities which deepen learning in a subject taken or complement their 
choices elsewhere.  

In Years 10 and 11 we report professional predictions using the relevant GCSE, BTEC or OCR 
National grades, mostly 9-1 for GCSE starting in September 2016, we use fine grades e.g. 7+, 
7, 7- to indicate how secure achievement at that grade is. Application to Learning is also 
reported.  

Key Stage 5 (Years 12-13)  

 

Queen Elizabeth’s Sixth Form offers a broad range of academic and vocational courses for 

sixth form study. Year 11 students are guided through their post-16 choices with a thorough 

course selection process, which incorporates assemblies, careers advice, a Parents’ 

Information Evening and individual progression meetings, to ensure that all students make 

the right choices. 

Most students study 3 A level or Level 3 BTEC subjects over the course of two years, alongside 

an Extended Project Qualification in Year 13, which demonstrates independent study skills 

and breadth of educational experience. Retake classes allow students to improve on low 

grades in English and maths GCSEs, which are so vital for future progression. Furthermore, 

our Study Plus room is staffed full time to provide targeted learning support for all subjects.  

All students are expected to work towards our in-house Diploma Award, which rewards 

activity in the areas of independent study, careers development and enrichment 

activities (creativity, action and service in the community). The Aspire Scholars programme 

provides a wealth of opportunities to extend the most able, with visiting speakers, debating 

competitions and fortnightly workshops on university statements, interview techniques and 



presentation skills. We also have a broad network of alumni who offer guidance and support 

to sixth form students. 

We are proud of our inclusive Sixth Form and students are encouraged to progress to a wide 

range of destinations post-Sixth Form, with a high percentage moving onto study at Russell 

Group universities and Higher Education Institutions. We also offer support and guidance for 

making successful applications for apprenticeships and employment. Follow the links below 

to find more details in our Sixth Form course guide. 

Personal Development  

A core part of the curriculum throughout all key stages is the Personal Development 
Programme, which is delivered in one lesson each week on Monday lesson 1.  

This is a key part of our commitment to students’ holistic educational experience and 
encompasses the four key elements:  

· Spiritual, moral, social and cultural learning experiences  

· Personal, social, health and economic education  

· Careers information, advice and guidance  

· Learning Skills – to foster resilient and autonomous learners 

All students are offered and encouraged to take up a wide range of co-curricular activities. 
These greatly add to the diversity and depth of learning at Queen Elizabeth’s. 

For full details of this programme follow this link  http://www.qepdp.co.uk/ 
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English 
 
Key Stage 3  

English is vital for communicating with others in school and in the wider world, and is 

fundamental to learning in all curriculum subjects. Through the study of English our students 

develop the speaking, listening, reading and writing skills that they will need to participate in 

society and employment. Furthermore, they explore how to express themselves creatively 

and imaginatively and learn how to communicate with others confidently and effectively. 

Looking at the patterns, structures, origins and conventions of English helps us understand 

how language works. Armed with this understanding, students can choose and adapt what 

they say and write in different situations, as well as appreciate and interpret the choices made 

by other writers and speakers. By encouraging our students to read a wide range of books 

and texts that reflect the experiences of people from many countries and times, they will 

develop a sense of cultural identity and become enthusiastic and critical readers of stories, 

poetry and drama, as well as non-fiction and media texts. They gain access to a world of 

knowledge and hopefully lay the foundation for a life-long love of reading. At Queen 

Elizabeth’s students are taught in mixed ability tutor groups in Year 7 and are then set into 

ability classes for the remainder of Key Stage 3. 

Year 7 

Islands and Adventures – With a focus on team work and skills for success, this unit involves 

looking at the work of Robert Louis Stevenson’s Treasure Island. The students are given 

opportunities to write creatively and the unit culminates in a written speech. Continuing this 

theme, the students then study Shakespeare’s ‘The Tempest’ and learn the skills need to write 

a GCSE-style Literature essay. 

Telling Tales – The students are immersed in a variety of folk tales from across the canon, with 

an emphasis on nineteenth century short stories. With a gained knowledge of these narrative 

conventions, they then write their own short story. Novel study – ‘The Devil and his Boy’. 

Looking at inference skills and how writers present characters and themes, with an 

exploration of historical context. 

Creative Responses- In this unit, the students study several poems in depth and further their 

work on the skills needed to write a GCSE Literature-style essay. Students then enjoy and 

range of abstract artwork and begin to make links between art and poetry. This unit 

culminates in the students writing creatively and imaginatively about an art stimulus. 

Year 8 

Voices of War - Students study the novel ‘Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’, looking at key aspects 

of studying a Literature text, such as character, themes and historical context. The teaching 

of this unit also incorporates Literary Non Fiction (e.g. extracts from ‘The Diary of Anne Frank’ 

other relevant NF extracts). This culminates in a Literature essay on character or theme. 

Students then study the conventions of a transactional writing style (speech), rooted in an 



issue from the novel. During this term, students also study a range of War Poetry which 

inspires empathetic autobiography writing and a further comparative Literature poetry essay. 

Haunting Tales/Topical Issues – Students are introduced to a wide range of classic Gothic 

Literature, from Edgar Allen Poe to H.G. Wells and the literary conventions of the genre. This 

unit culminates with a GCSE Paper 1-style assessment on a Gothic extract and an opportunity 

to write their own Gothic story opening. Topical Issues – Different cultures – In this unit the 

students make comparisons between a textual extract and a film extract and how the two are 

structured to engage the audience. There is also an opportunity for group discussion and 

debate within this unit. 

Then and Now – Students read the classic Sherlock Holmes story, ‘The Speckled Band’ which 

serves as the topic of a newspaper article writing assessment. Students then embark on a 

discursive, comparative essay comparing two non-fiction articles on issues or themes within 

‘The Specked Band’. 

Year 9 

Action and Adventure – Our Place in the World. In this unit, students will read a variety of 

different forms of travel writing, studying the conventions of the form. They will then write 

their own piece of creative travel writing based on a stimulus. Students then study 

Shakespeare’s ‘Much Ado About Nothing’, culminating in a GCSE Literature-style essay, 

incorporating characters and their relationships, themes and historical context. 

Making your Voice Heard – Protest Poetry - Students compare GCSE-style unseen poems from 

an anthology and revisit skills needed to write a comparative GCSE Literature essay. Using an 

image stimulus, students are taught how to write a creative descriptive response. Both 

assessments serve as transition activities for GCSE. Newspapers – Students are immersed in 

a wide range of media print articles from history to the modern day. They are assessed 

through a Literature-style essay comparing two articles from different time periods and a 

writing assessment in which their write their own article. 

Tales from Around the World – Students study a Literature ‘bridging text’ such as ‘Of Mice 

and Men’ or ‘To Kill a Mockingbird’ and are taught to study the text closely, following the key 

GCSE Literature Assessment Objectives. This incorporates themes, characters and historical 

context. Telling Tales – Students study many nineteenth century short stories and learn how 

to analyse extracts. They then have the opportunity to write their own short story. Once 

again, these assessments serve as a transition to GCSE. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Key Stage 4 

English AQA 

GCSE English Language / GCSE English Literature 

At KS4 English fine setting is used due to the increased rigour of the new GCSE examinations.  

This allows for finer differentiation and more purposeful support for students. 

At GCSE, 100% of the marks are secured in the end of year exams: these exams consist of two 

Language and two Literature papers. 

  

English Language: 

English Language GCSE consists of a non-fiction paper exploring texts from two of three eras 

of writing: the 19th/20th and 21st centuries. The second paper is a fiction paper on the 

remaining era. 

Students are asked to read the texts and work through a set of tiered questions. The first 

questions require students to summarise ideas, explore language and then go on to evaluate 

the perspectives and viewpoints. The paper concludes with writing a thematically linked non-

fiction text or narrative piece - dependent upon the paper. 

There will be a range of opportunities provided for revision. Support will be given to students 

who struggle, and stretch and challenge to those more able students.  It is important however, 

for all pupils to prepare prior to their examinations. 

The new AQA GCSE 9-1 specifications for both English Language and English Literature are 

being taught within the English department.  

The English Language GCSE will provide all students with a robust foundation of reading and 

good written English, and with the language and literacy skills that are required for further 

study and employment. Assessment takes the form of two exam papers, both of which are 

taken at the end of Year 11. Students will be required to read and respond to unseen texts 

from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries, as well as write for a range of audiences and purposes. 

20% of the marks for this course are awarded for spelling, punctuation and grammar. 

Speaking and Listening is assessed separately and students will be awarded a Pass, Merit or 

Distinction grade, based on the delivery of a formal presentation and question session. This 

is awarded by AQA and will appear on the student’s statement of results. 

GCSE English is an extremely important qualification. Many universities require at least a 

grade 6 pass. Students who wish to continue into the sixth form will require at least a 5 grade 

pass, or will need to continue to study GCSE English as part of their sixth form course. 

 

 



English Literature 

The English Literature GCSE complements the Language course, allowing students to read, 

write and think critically. It involves students studying a range of intellectually challenging and 

substantial whole texts, including Shakespeare, 19th century novels and a wide range of 

poetry. Students are also expected to read and respond to unseen poetry within the exam.  

The English Literature papers are closed book which means the texts will not be allowed in 

the exams to support the students. This means revision and careful preparation from the 

earliest possible point are key to success.  

In addition, the first exam for Literature will focus on a Shakespeare text and a 19th century 

novel and will be 1 hour and 45 minutes. The second paper will be on a modern text and 

poetry and pupils will be assessed over 2 hours and 15 minutes. The chosen texts will be 

Shakespeare's ‘Macbeth’ or ‘Romeo and Juliet; ‘An Inspector Calls’, ‘Lord of the Flies’ or 

‘Animal Farm’ for the modern text, and, 'Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde' or ’A Christmas Carol’ for the 

19th century novel. 

Assessment takes the form of two exam papers, both of which are taken at the end of Year 

11. 

 

A Level English Language 

The English Language A Level uses relevant, engaging and up-to-date content that reflects 

contemporary language study. With exciting text- and data-based sources of language, the 

specifications introduce the study of English in its various forms and contexts, with the 

concepts and methods appropriate for the analysis of language underpinning all elements of 

the course. 

Offering clear skills progression from GCSE, these courses allow students to build on the skills 

already gained and prepare for their next steps. 

The variety of assessment styles used, such as data analysis, discursive essays, directed 

writing, original writing and research-based investigative writing, allows students to develop 

a wide range of skills. These include critical reading, data analysis, evaluation, the ability to 

develop and sustain arguments and a number of different writing skills which are invaluable 

for both further study and future employment. 

The A-level non-exam assessment component provides opportunities for students to pursue 

their own areas of interest and develop personal and independent learning skills. 

The topics and titles of the subject content reflect a possible trajectory through the course, 

with 'Language, the individual and society' focusing on individual and immediate social 

contexts for language, and 'Language diversity and change' working outwards to consider 

larger-scale public discourses about change and variety, drawing on regional, ethnic, national 

and global Englishes. 



However, it would be just as viable to start with the bigger questions about language use in 

'Language diversity and change' and end closer to home in 'Language, the individual and 

society'. Both of these represent valid routes through the course, and the chosen route will 

depend on teacher or student preferences and abilities. 

 

A Level English Literature: 

English Literature A’s historicist approach to the study of literature rests upon reading texts 

within a shared context. Working from the belief that no text exists in isolation but is the 

product of the time in which it was produced, English Literature encourages students to 

explore the relationships that exist between texts and the contexts within which they are 

written, received and understood. Studying texts within a shared context enables students to 

investigate and connect them, drawing out patterns of similarity and difference using a 

variety of reading strategies and perspectives. English Literature A privileges the process of 

making autonomous meaning, encouraging students to debate and challenge the 

interpretations of other readers as they develop their own informed personal responses. 

Various texts are offered in terms of both time period and genre. Across the course, students 

will study texts both diachronically (produced across a very broad time period) and 

synchronically (produced within a clearly defined time period). 

The specification encourages the exploration of texts in a number of different ways: 

 the study of a literary theme over time 

 the study of literature through engaging with two of the main historicist perspectives, 

the diachronic (reading texts written across widely different time periods that explore 

the same theme) and synchronic (reading texts written within a narrower and clearly 

defined time period) 

 the study of various texts, both singly and comparatively, chosen from a list of core 

set texts and a list of chosen comparative set texts 

 writing about texts in a number of different ways. 

The texts that will be studied include poetry, drama, and novels. These include The Feminine 

Gospels, The Great Gatsby, Streetcar Named Desire, Othello, and Revolutionary Road 

amongst others. The students will be encouraged to explore a range of texts beyond those 

specified and will be able to use this wider reading to create and complete their own 

independent coursework task.  

 

 

 

 

 



A Level Law 
 
In this course you will learn about how our legal system works, how laws are made, the roles 
of legal professionals and lay people in administering justice, and what makes someone liable 
in criminal and civil law. You will also explore the concept of justice, the role of fault in 
determining liability and the relationship between law and morality.  
Studying Law will help develop your analytical ability and critical thinking. You will also be 
improving your problem solving skills by applying the legal rules you learn to hypothetical 
situations. The study of Law at this level is challenging, but very rewarding and empowering. 
This course is not simply aimed at students with an interest in a legal career; it is an ideal 
choice for anyone with an enquiring mind and a desire to understand and question how our 
society is regulated. 
 
Year 12  

Non-substantive law topics 

Nature of law – legal and other rules; civil/criminal distinction and sources. 

Statutory interpretation 

Judicial Precedent 

Criminal courts and lay people 

Legal personnel – roles of barristers, solicitors and legal executives; regulation.  

The judiciary: types of judge. Role of judges in criminal courts 

Sentencing 

Access to justice and funding in criminal system. 

Law and society – fault. 

Law and Justice 

Substantive law – Criminal Law topics 

General elements of criminal liability – actus reus, causation, mens rea, coincidence of actus 

reus and mens rea, transferred malice, strict liability 

Theory in criminal law – harm as basis for liability, autonomy, fault, individual responsibility, 

fair labelling, correspondence, maximum certainty, no retrospective liability 

Non-fatal offences against the person – assault, battery, s47, s 20 and s18 Offences Against 

the Person Act 1861 

Fatal offences against the person – Murder and special defences, Manslaughter 

Property Offences – Theft and Robbery 

Preliminary offence – Attempt 



General Defences 

Substantive Law – Tort Topics 

Nature of civil law 

Civil courts and role of judges in civil courts 

Basic negligence 

Year 13 

Substantive Law – Tort Topics continued 

Psychiatric injury 

OLA 19547 

OLA 1984 

Nuisance 

Rylands v Fletcher 

Vicarious Liability 

Remedies 

Theory – role of fault in tort 

Non-substantive law 

Parliamentary law making 

Law Reform 

Delegated legislation 

Funding 

Law and morality 

Balancing competing interests 

 

For Paper 3 Substantive law: either Contract or Human Rights – to be decided  

 

 

 

 

 



Mathematics 

Mathematics is a creative and highly inter-connected discipline that has been developed over 

centuries, providing the solution to some of history’s most intriguing problems. It is essential 

to everyday life, critical to science, technology and engineering, and necessary for financial 

literacy and most forms of employment. A high-quality mathematics education therefore 

provides a foundation for understanding the world, the ability to reason mathematically, an 

appreciation of the beauty and power of mathematics, and a sense of enjoyment and curiosity 

about the subject. 

Our Maths curriculum at Queen Elizabeth’s is designed to help students engage with and 

succeed in maths. Our testing of assessment objectives is aligned with the way we teach. 

Students learn the basics, then advance to apply this in different contexts. Our assessments 

slowly increase in demand, challenging students as they progress and easing them into an 

exam. We aim to support all students on their mathematical journey at QE. 

Key Stage 3 

Year 7  

Half term 1:  NUMBER 

Number skills and problem solving are developed. A refresher of written method fluency, and 

exploration of more demanding skills. 

Half term 2:  SHAPE 

Firstly the students are looking at area, units and 3D shapes. Students then explore 

coordinates and angle reasoning. The final stage looks at symmetry, constructions and shape 

properties. 

Half term 3:  ALGEBRA 

Firstly an introduction to sequences and functions. Students then move into working with 

equations, formulae and identities. Powers and roots are introduced before looking at graph 

plotting. 

Half term 4:  Fractions, Decimals & Percentages (FDP) 

An introduction to the connections between FDP. Students will explore the interrelationships, 

and solve problems involving % change. 

Half term 5:  PROBABILITY & STATISTICS 



Students start by working with probability and its concepts. They then explore data collection 

and analysis which allows them to consider how data is interpreted. 

Half term 6:  RATIO & PROPORTION / GRAPHS 

Students learn about ratios and proportional reasoning. They consider the relationship with 

other topic areas such as fractions and decimals. Students then explore graphs including the 

general form y=mx+c. 

Year 8 

Half term 1:  NUMBER 

Number skills and problem solving are developed further. A review of written method fluency, 

before the deployment of more demanding skills. 

Half term 2:  SHAPE 

Firstly a review and consolidation of angle knowledge before extending study into polygons 

and parallel lines. Measures includes exploring conversions between units. Finally, areas, 

volumes and constructions explores the size of shapes, including surface areas of 3D shapes. 

Half term 3:  ALGEBRA 

Firstly students explore sequences, before moving into solving equations and using formulae. 

These skills are then used to investigate and master functions and graphs. 

Half term 4:  FRACTIONS / DECIMALS & PERCENTAGES 

Students will look at the interrelationships between fractions decimals and percentages and 

how they are used.  This is then followed by a smaller separate module of study looking at the 

4 transformations: Reflection, rotation, enlargement and translation. 

Half term 5:  PROBABILITY & STATS 

Students start by working with probability and its concepts. They then explore data collection 

and analysis which allows them to consider how data is interpreted. 

Half term 6:  RATIO & PROPORTION + GRAPHS 

Students will use proportional reasoning to solve problems. They will then consolidate and 

use their skills with y=mx+c and explore further toward quadratic functions. 



KS4 Maths – We follow the AQA course. All below listed topics will be taught at various points 

throughout the year depending on students’ class and tier of entry. Time will also be 

dedicated to revision of topics from previous years where necessary. 

Year 9 

Angles, types of number, introduction to algebra, directed numbers, linear graphs, displaying 

data, sequences, percentages, area and volume, circles, real life graphs, ratio and proportion, 

equations, indices, surds, probability, standard form, measures, transformations, similarity 

and congruence, shapes, statistical measures, construction and loci. 

Year 10 

Probability, volume, quadratics, graphs, iterations, further equations and graphs of, 

simultaneous equations, direct and inverse proportion, inequalities, Pythagoras and 

trigonometry, growth and decay, vectors, functions, sine and cosine rules, circle theorems, 

rates of change, algebraic fractions. 

Year 11 

Formulae and equations, trigonometry, growth and decay, circles, graphs, proportion, 

inequalities, vectors, sine and cosine rules, transformations, iteration, circle theorems, rates 

of change. 

Mathematics (A and AS) – AQA  

New maths specifications have been taught from September 2017 with first exams in June 

2018. We are currently following the AQA course (specification code: 7357). This exam board 

has used research findings and work with both teachers and assessment experts to create 

new qualifications designed to give students the best chance to realise their potential. 

Specifications have been created with an assessment design that rewards understanding, and 

gives teachers more freedom to ultimately create better mathematicians.  

Further Maths   

The new course consists of a variety of pure maths topics together with options in mechanics, 

statistics and discrete maths, two of which will be studied.  

 

 

 



Science 

A high-quality science education provides the foundations for understanding the world 

through the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. Science has changed our 

lives and is vital to the world’s future prosperity, and all pupils should be taught essential 

aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. Through building up a 

body of key foundational knowledge and concepts, pupils should be encouraged to recognise 

the power of rational explanation and develop a sense of excitement and curiosity about 

natural phenomena. They should be encouraged to understand how science can be used to 

explain what is occurring, predict how things will behave, and analyse causes. 

 

KS3 Science 

Science is a motivating and inspiring journey of investigation and discovery which we make as 

‘hands on’, fun and relevant as possible. We believe the skills learnt in science are key to 

enabling our students to understand, analyse and evaluate the complex phenomena they 

encounter in their everyday lives. 

  

We currently base our curriculum on the Pearson Working Scientifically course which is a 

recently updated 2.5-year scheme of work which takes in to account the recent changes to 

both the KS3 and GCSE curriculum which ensures our students are well prepared for the start 

of their science GCSE. There are currently 30 units in total (12 in Year 7, 12 in Year 8 and 6 in 

Year 9 – more details below). Each unit is assessed either by an end of unit test, extended 

writing task or experimental investigation. 

  

Year 7  

Biology: Cells, tissues and organs, Sexual reproduction in animals, Muscles and bones, 

Ecosystems. 

Chemistry: Mixtures and separation, Acids and bases, The particle model, Elements and 

compounds. 

Physics: Energy and changes, Electricity, Forces, Sound. 

  

Year 8  

Biology: Food and digestion, Sexual reproduction in plants, Respiration, Unicellular 

Organisms. 

Chemistry: Combustion, The Periodic Table, Metals and their Uses, Rocks. 

Physics: Fluids, Light, Energy transfers, The Earth and space. 



Year 9  

Biology: Genetics and evolution, Growing our food. 

Chemistry: Making materials, Reactivity. 

Physics: Forces and motion, Electricity 2. 

 

Key Stage 4 

GCSE Edexcel Combined Science (9-1) Overview 

Year 9 (Spring/Summer Term) 

CB1                    Key Biological Concepts 

CB2                    Cells and Control 

CC1  States of matter 

CC2  Methods of separating and purifying substances 

CC3  Atomic structure 

CC4  The periodic table 

CC5  Ionic bonding 

CP1                    Motion 

CP2                    Forces & Motion 

Year 10 

CB3                    Genetics 

CB4                    Natural Selection and Genetic Modification 

CB5                    Health and Disease – the development of Medicine  

CC6  Covalent bonding 

CC7  Types of substance 

CC8  Acids 

CC9  Calculations involving masses 

CC10  Electrolytic Processes 

CC11  Obtaining and using Metals  

CP3                    Conservation of Energy 

CP4                    Waves 

CP5                    Light & The Electromagnetic Spectrum 

CP6                    Radioactivity 

Year 11 

CB6                    Plant Structure and Function 

CB7                      Animal co-ordination, control and Homeostasis 

CB8                      Exchange and Transport in Animals 

CB9                      Ecosystems and material Cycles 

CC12    Reversible reactions and equilibria 

CC13    Group 1, 7 and 0 

CC14    Rates of reaction 

CC15    Heat energy changes in chemical reactions 



CC16    Fuels 

CC17    Earth and atmospheric science 

CP7                      Energy – Forces doing work 

CP8                      Forces and their Effects 

CP9                      Electricity & Circuits 

CP10                    Magnetism & the Motor Effect 

CP11                    Electromagnetic Induction 

CP12                    Particle Model 

CP13                    Forces & Matter 

 

GCSE Edexcel Chemistry (9-1) Overview 

Year 9 (Spring/Summer Term) 

SC1  States of matter 

SC2  Methods of separating and purifying substances 

SC3  Atomic structure 

SC4  The periodic table 

SC5  Ionic bonding 

Year 10 

SC6  Covalent bonding 

SC7  Types of substance 

SC8  Acids 

SC9  Calculations involving masses 

SC10  Electrolytic Processes 

SC11  Obtaining and using Metals  

SC12  Reversible reactions and equilibria 

SC13  Transition metals, alloys and corrosion 

SC14  Quantitative analysis 

SC15  Dynamic equilibria and calculations involving gases 

SC16  Chemical cells and fuel cells 

SC17  Group 1, 7 and 0 

SC18  Rates of reaction 

SC19  Heat energy changes in chemical reactions 

SC20  Fuels 

 



 

Year 11 

SC21  Earth and atmospheric science 

SC22   Hydrocarbons 

SC23  Alcohols and carboxylic acids 

SC24  Polymers 

SC25  Qualitative Analysis: Tests for Ions 

SC26  Bulk and surface properties of matter including nanoparticles 

 

Edexcel A  Level Chemistry 

 

Year 12 

  Topic 1: Atomic Structure and the Periodic Table 

  Topic 2: Bonding and Structure 

  Topic 3: Redox I 

  Topic 4: Inorganic Chemistry and the Periodic Table 

  Topic 5: Formulae, Equations and Amounts of Substance 

 Topic 6: Organic Chemistry I 

 Topic 7: Modern Analytical Techniques I 

 Topic 8: Energetics I 

 Topic 9: Kinetics I 

 Topic 10: Equilibrium I 

 

Year 13 

  Topic 11: Equilibrium II  

  Topic 12: Acid-base Equilibria  

  Topic 13: Energetics II 

  Topic 14: Redox II 

  Topic 15: Transition Metals 

  Topic 16: Kinetics II  



  Topic 17: Organic Chemistry II  

  Topic 18: Organic Chemistry III  

  Topic 19: Modern Analytical Techniques II 

 

GCSE Physics 

 
Year 9  

Forces. 

Motion 

Speed 

Acceleration 

Year 10 

Energy 

Waves 

Electromagnetic Spectrum 

Radioactivity 

Astronomy 

Year 11 

Energy and work 

Electricity and circuits 

Magnetism and motors 

Particles and forces  

AS/A2  

Year 12 

Mechanics 

Electric circuits 

Waves and particles 

Materials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Humanities 

Geography 

The purpose of Geography at KS3 is to enable our pupils to consolidate and extend their 

knowledge of the world’s major countries and their physical and human features. Every unit 

is supported with up to date case studies to provide our pupils with an engaging curriculum, 

to make them aware of increasingly complex geographical systems in the world around them.  

 

Year7 Geography 

Pupils will have the opportunity to develop their local Geographical knowledge, initially by 
carrying out an environmental audit of the school grounds to enrich their locational and 
spatial understanding. In turn, they will be able to analyse and draw conclusions from data 
they have collected themselves. They will study a local windfarm conflict and learn how 
human processes can influence and change landscapes. Students will be encouraged to 
understand different viewpoints and attitudes. A study of the Jurassic Coastline will involve 
the interpretation of Ordnance Survey maps in the classroom, including using grid references, 
photographs and scale. Pupils will start to extend their global locational knowledge by 
comparing urban change in London to Mumbai and designing their own sustainable city, as 
part of one of the key assessments. 

Yr8 Geography 

Pupils will continue to extend their global locational knowledge and deepen their spatial 

awareness of the world’s countries, using maps of the world to focus on environmental 

regions, including polar and tropical rainforests. They will understand how human and 

physical processes interact to influence and change landscapes, environments and the 

climate; and how human activity relies on the effective functioning of natural systems. The 

unit, Rivers and Flooding will give pupils knowledge of physical processes and features, 

enabling pupils to make comparisons between local and global flood examples. Pupils will 

study Africa in detail, improving their place knowledge and challenging their misconceptions 

about development in LICs. 

Yr9 Geography 

Pupils will begin with the unit on Natural Hazards, learning about current case studies on 

earthquakes, volcanoes and tropical storms, at a variety of scales and develop their 

understanding of plate tectonics. They will develop greater competence in using geographical 

knowledge, and the skills to carry out independent research. Within the Population unit, 

pupils will study the economic, political and social factors that affect population change in the 

UK including changing birth rates, the ageing population, and migration both into and within 

the UK. Globalisation will focus on the changing nature of global industry and the way in which 

it exploits uneven patterns of development to include reasons why transnational companies 

(TNCs) locate plants in multiple countries. The consequences of Globalisation on uneven 



development, to include the advantages and disadvantages of TNCs and their impacts on 

patterns of work and development in China. 

 

Geography GCSE 

This exciting course is based on a balanced framework of physical and human geography. It 

allows students to investigate the link between the two themes, and approach and examine 

the battles between the man-made and natural worlds. 

Students will travel the world from their classroom, exploring case studies in the United 

Kingdom (UK), higher income countries (HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower 

income countries (LICs).  

Topics of study include natural hazards, climate change, ecosystems, urban regeneration, 

global shifts in economic power and the challenge of sustainable resource use. Students are 

also encouraged to understand their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, 

values and attitudes. 

This course will include two separate fieldwork days linked to the third examination as well 

as a decision making exercise based on a pre-release topic in March of the examination year. 

Students who complete the course will have the skills and experience to progress onto A-

Level and beyond. 

 

A- Level Geography at QE 

We follow the topical and dynamic EdExcel specification that is based upon contemporary 

geographical issues including globalisation, urban and rural regeneration, climate change, 

tectonic disasters, coastal management, future water and energy issues, superpowers and 

geopolitics, and international migration issues. We undertake a variety of local fieldtrips 

collecting primary data for the coursework investigation which is worth 20% of the final grade. 

Students can design their own individual investigations. There are three two and a quarter 

hour exam papers in June of Year 13. Lessons involve seminars, debates, problem solving 

investigations and ICT based lessons exploring Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and 

geographical databases such as crime and deprivation statistics. We have links with Exeter 

University and also have academic speakers input to the course. This is a very topical course 

which explores contemporary environmental, geopolitical, economic and social issues with a 

geographical dimension. 

 

 

 

 



History 

Queen Elizabeth’s School follows the Programme of Study as outlined by the Department for 

Education (2013). The purpose is to ensure that each student receives a high quality history 

education which will enable pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of 

Britain’s past and that of the wider world. We aim to inspire curiosity and equip students with 

important skills: thinking critically, weighing evidence, constructing arguments and 

developing sound judgement.  

Year 7 

Students begin the course by developing their historical skills, and understanding these skills 

as distinctive parts of the subject discipline. These skills are then tested using a particular 

historical controversy or question. We then use a local study to give students a strong sense 

of their own local context and a depth of understanding of their own surroundings (either the 

local history of Crediton, or an examination of the Exeter Blitz.) Student’s progress in terms 2 

and 3 to studying the development of Church, state and society in Medieval Britain, this 

includes: the Norman Conquest, the struggle between Church and Crown, the murder of 

Thomas Becket, King John and King Richard, the Magna Carta, and the Black Death.  

Year 8  

Throughout Year 8 students build on their understanding of the development of Britain and 

progress to understanding this in the context of the wider world. Pupils look at the 

Reformation in England and the Counter Reformation, followed by the Elizabethan religious 

settlement. We study conflict with Catholic Spain and the causes and impact of the 

Gunpowder Plot. Students look at the ‘revolutionary period’ under the Stuarts including the 

Civil War and Glorious Revolution helping students to develop an understanding of Parliament 

and the rule of law as emerging ‘British values’. Finally, students look at Britain and the wider 

world through the development of Industrialization, Empire and Slavery.  

Year 9  

Students build on the theme of the last part of Year 8 by looking at Britain and the wider world 

from 1901 to the present day. We study the First World War and the Peace Settlement, 

followed by the rise of dictators in Europe and the emergence of ideologies including 

Communism, Nazism and Fascism. We go on to examine the Second World War and the 

impact on the country from 1945, and the Holocaust. Finally, we look at emerging themes of 

the post-war world including the Cold War.  

 

 

 

 

 



GCSE History 

Year 10 

Pupils who opt for History GCSE will study a curriculum that balances depth and breath of 

understanding with a development of historical skills including being able to analyse 

contemporary sources and historical interpretations. Students examine the Reign of King John 

and King Richard, evaluating the way in which the reign of these two monarchs has been 

assessed. Pupils then complete a breath study of the development of medicine through time. 

This looks at an incredible variety of periods from the ancient Greeks, Medieval England, the 

Renaissance, the impact of science and industrialization and the Modern World.  

Year 11 

Students study two key events in the Twentieth Century which have a significant impact on 

the modern world. We study the Conflict in the Middle East with a particular focus on the 

Arab-Israeli Conflict, the reasons for the conflict and attempts at its resolution in the period 

1945-1995. Finally, pupils will study Germany between 1918-1945 looking at the struggle for 

democracy during the Weimar Republic, the impact of the economic crisis, the rise of Hitler, 

and the dictatorship of the Third Reich.  

 

A-Level History 

Students who study History A-Level at Queen Elizabeth’s will study two main periods 

throughout the course of study: the Cold War and the Tudors. The Cold War is a depth study 

designed to develop student’s ability to develop a detailed and specialized level of subject 

knowledge and to apply this knowledge to articulate viewpoints and test contemporary 

sources. The Tudors is a breadth study that looks at themes and developments throughout 

the period including the impact of the Renaissance, Concepts of Kingship, the religious 

challenges of the Reformation and Counter-Reformation, and the development of culture and 

society throughout the period. The final part of the course is a coursework module where 

students will continue to develop the skills needed to progress on to higher education. 

Students will complete a 3,500 word assignment which includes an analysis of contemporary 

sources and historical interpretation. Students can choose any topic they wish for this 

assignment however resources can be provided by the school for students who choose to 

write about either the Russian Revolution or the development of Civil Rights in the USA.  

 

 

 

 

 



Religious Studies  

Queen Elizabeth’s School follows the Programme of Study as outlined by the Department for 

Education and SACRE (2014). The purpose is to ensure that each student receives a high quality 

Religious Education which will enable pupils to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding 

of the six main Religions as well as key themes and events. We aim to inspire curiosity and 

equip students with important skills: thinking critically, constructing arguments, evaluating 

different points of view and developing their own opinion on a variety of current issues. 

Year 7 

Students begin the course by exploring the concept of spirituality in different tribes and 

cultures such a Native America and the Aboriginal tribes. The course aims to sign a light on 

different side of religion than those conventionally studied at KS2. In the next term, we begin 

to investigate human nature and what makes us human. We will explore key concepts, such 

as the soul, empathy in humans and animals and dreams. We finish off the year by looking at 

Religiosity and religion around the world. Students will focus their study on Africa and the 

traditions and belief systems of different African tribes within the continent, student will have 

the chance to explore folklore as well as recreating African style art.  

 

Year 8  

Throughout Year 8 student build on their knowledge and understanding of other culture and 

their religious beliefs. We begin the year looking at the role of authority within Islam. Students 

with explore key concepts sure as the role of Allah, Muhammad (pbuh) and Allah within the 

religion as well as the concept of Islamophobia and how we combat it in today’s society. In 

the following term, students begin to study inspirational figures who have influence society 

such a Malala, Martin Luther King and Anne Frank. The students’ investigation of Anne Frank 

ties in with Holocaust Memorial day, an event that is remembered and discussed across the 

curriculum. The students finish off the year by investigating the concept of Equality, with 

reference to Sikhism in particular. Sikhism is considered to be one of the world's most 

peaceful and empathic religions and gives students a chance to explore Sikh beliefs with 

reference to modern day issues such as gay marriage and gender equality.  

 

Year 9  

In year 9 students start to tackle philosophical and Ethics as a basis for our topics. We 

beginning by exploring the concept of Evil and Suffering.  Within this students investigate key 

ideas about the existence of God as well as the role of humans within evil in suffering. We 

also explore ultimate questions such as “Can God exist if there is evil and suffering in the 

world?” This is explored through the case study of the Rwandan Genocide. We start to lay the 

foundations for GCSE RS by investigating Eastern Religions such as Buddhism and Hinduism 

and the differences and diversity between them, something we explore further at GCSE. We 

finish off the year by giving the students an introduction to Philosophy and concepts of 



“Reality and Illusion”, this challenges students to broaden their understanding of this world 

and what we understand to be in it, as well as how we might investigate what is reality as we 

know it. This is done through the exploration of metaphysics and our understand of material 

and spiritual reality, such as the soul and dreams.  

 

GCSE 

Year 10 

Pupils who opt for History GCSE will study a curriculum that balances debate and 

investigations into current issues such as Euthanasia, capital punishment and animal testing 

alongside knowledge and understanding of two major world religions - Christianity and 

Buddhism. We aim to explore and challenge students’ opinions on not only current issues but 

also religious practices. We also compare and contrast students’ opinions and viewpoint with 

that of religious practitioners to form well-rounded answers for their exams. Students will 

start the course by studying crime and punishment before continuing on to studying one of 

the world’s more popular religions, Buddhism investigating their beliefs and practices.  

 

Year 11 

Students will continue to use the skills acquired and developed in year 10. Students will then 

apply these skills to topics such as War, Peace and Conflict. Within this students will focus on 

modern conflicts such as Iraq and the Gulf War and religious viewpoints on these conflicts 

and key concepts such a Pacifism and Just War Theory.  Following on from this, student extent 

their study of Christianity and Buddhism and the beliefs and practices with these two 

traditions. We finish off the year by exploring the current issues of Human Rights within the 

world, including gender equality and case studies of  equal opportunities, abortion and 

euthanasia.  

 

 

A Level  
Students who opt to study A Level at Queen Elizabeth’s will study the Eduqas specification of 

A Level Religious Studies. The course is divided into three elements: Philosophy, Ethics and a 

study of Buddhism. With the help of department specialists, students will explore not only 

key ideas such as Utilitarianism, The problem of evil and suffering and Natural Law. As well 

building on what students have studied at GCSE, exploring the Buddha’s life and key teaching. 

Students will get the chance to take part in Meditation led by a visiting speaker and explore 

currents affairs such as Abortion, Polyamorous relationships and Animal testing.  

 

 

 

 

 



Business 

Edexcel GCSE Business 

The course is made up of 2 units:  

Theme 1:  Investigating Small Business 

1.1 Enterprise and entrepreneurship 

1.2 Spotting a business opportunity 

1.3 Putting a business idea into practice 

1.4 Making the business effective 

1.5 Understanding external influences on businesses 

 

Theme 2:  Building a Business  

2.1 Growing the business 

2.2 Making marketing decisions 

2.3 Making operational decisions 

2.4 Making financial decisions 

2.5 Making human resource decisions 

 

Both themes are assessed through examination in June of year 11 in two separate papers of 1 
hour 30 minutes each 

 

Edexcel GCE Business 

Theme 1:  Marketing and People 
Students will develop an understanding of:  

 meeting customer needs 

 the market 

 marketing mix and strategy 

 managing people 

 entrepreneurs and leaders  

Theme 2:  Managing Business Activities 
Students will develop an understanding of:  

 raising finance 

 financial planning 

 managing finance 

 resource management 

 external influences 

Theme 3:  Business Decisions and Strategy 
Students will develop an understanding of:  

 business objectives and strategy 

 business growth 

 decision-making techniques 

 influences on business decisions 

 assessing competitiveness 

 managing change 

 
Theme 4:  Global Business  
Students will develop an understanding of:  

 globalisation 

 global markets and business 
expansion 

 global marketing 

 global industries and companies 
(multinational corporations)  

 



Assessment 
  
Paper 1:  Marketing, people and global business – 35% of the total qualification 
Paper 1 will assess marketing, people and global businesses.  Questions will be drawn from 
Themes 1 and 4, and from local, national and global contexts. 
 
Paper 2:  Business activities, decisions and strategy – 35% of the total qualification 
Paper 2 will assess business finance and operations, business decisions and strategy. 
Questions will be drawn from Themes 2 and 3, and from local, national and global contexts. 
 
Paper 3:  Investigating business in a competitive environment – 30% of the total 
qualification 
Paper 3 will assess content across all four themes. Questions will be drawn from local, national 
and global contexts.  There will be a pre-released document that will focus on a broad context, 
such as an industry or market in which businesses operated.   
 

A-Level Sociology 

Integral elements 

All the following are an integral part of the study of each topic area: 

 sociological theories, perspectives and methods 

 the design of the research used to obtain the data under consideration, including its strengths 

and limitations. 

Core themes 

Students study the following two core themes: 

 socialisation, culture and identity 

 social differentiation, power and stratification. 

The themes will be understood and applied to particular substantive areas of Sociology. These 

themes are interpreted broadly as threads running through many areas of social life. 

In addition, students will understand the significance of conflict and consensus, social structure 

and social action, and the role of values. 

 

 

 



Contemporary UK society 

The central focus of study in A Level Sociology is on UK society today, with consideration given to 

comparative dimensions where relevant, including situating UK society within its globalised 

context. The seven areas of the syllabus are examined across three papers: 

 Education with Theory and Methods 

 Topics in Sociology: Families and Households, Belief in Society 

 Crime and Deviance with Theory and Methods 

 

Assessment of Sociology A-level 

Students sit 3 papers each worth 80 marks and 2 hours duration. The Assessment Objectives are 

as follows: 

 AO1: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:  

o sociological theories, concepts and evidence 

o sociological research methods 

 AO2: Apply sociological theories, concepts, evidence and research methods to a range of 

issues  

 AO3: Analyse and evaluate sociological theories, concepts, evidence and research methods 

in order to:  

o present arguments 

o make judgements 

o draw conclusions. 

 

Psychology A level  

Psychology takes a broad-ranging look at how human beings think, feel and behave. It 

explores behaviour on many levels, from the operation of neurochemicals, enzymes and 

hormones to the behaviours of groups, societies and our entire species. 

 

Topics covered include memory, social influence, attachment, schizophrenia, relationships 

and addiction. Topics are explored through six perspectives (different ways of doing 

psychology: cognitive, behaviourist, psychodynamic, humanistic, biological and social 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192/subject-content-a-level/education-with-theory-and-methods
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192/subject-content-a-level/topics-in-sociology
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192/subject-content-a-level/crime-and-deviance-with-theory-and-methods


learning approaches) and in terms of issues and debates within the discipline: nature versus 

nurture; idiographic versus nomothetic; determinism versus free will; cultural and gender bias 

and holistic versus reductionist. 

 

All topics are examined in terms of the methodologies that underpin them, with focus 

throughout the course on research methods and statistical testing. All topics are examined at 

the end of the two-year course. 

 

AQA EXTENDED PROJECT QUALIFICATION (LEVEL 3) 

The Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) allows students to extend their abilities beyond the 

A-level syllabus and prepare for university or their future career.  The Extended Project 

Qualification (EPQ) is a standalone qualification designed to extend and develop students' 

skills in independent research and project management.  The EPQ is offered to all students in 

Year 13. 

The EPQ is awarded UCAS points worth half an A-level and is recognised by universities and 

employers; some leading universities make alternative offers to students undertaking an EPQ. 

The EPQ requires students to carry out research on a topic that they have chosen and is not 

covered by their other qualifications. They then use this research to produce a written report 

and, in the case of practical projects, an artefact or a production. 

A student can take inspiration from something studied in class or something completely 

unrelated to their studies. 

The EPQ is the perfect way to encourage students to extend and develop beyond the material 

being covered in class and explore their passion for a topic.  It allows students to embark on 

largely self-directed projects and take responsibility for the choice and design of an individual 

project  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Modern Foreign Languages  
  
 
‘Languages are a passport to another world’  
Learning languages helps students develop a number of key skills in a variety of contexts 
whilst gaining a broad understanding of the culture of countries and communities where 
French and Spanish and German is spoken. We are passionate about making language 
learning fun and promoting the fact that language skills enable our students to take their 
place in today’s multi-lingual global society. Languages are a real future asset in many key 
domains such as higher education, business and travel.  
 
Year 7: Students will study one term of French, German and Spanish. This will be done on a 
carousel and students will be covering the same topics and grammar points across the three 
subjects. Students will opt for the language they will to continue with in May of Year 7. This 
language will then be studied for the remainder of their language career at Queen Elizabeth's. 
 
Topics: Basic introductions and giving details about yourself and school life, age and birthday. 
Numbers 1-60, time, Months and days, opinions likes and dislikes. Developing basic writing 
and speaking skills. 
 
Year 8:  
 
Students study their chosen language for 3 hours a week. Students cover a range of topics. 
 
The focus is on fluency in spoken language, accuracy and sentence structure in written 
language. 
Skills: Translation and listening and reading skills using authentic texts 
 
French 
Formal teaching of grammar, free time activities , health and body parts, food, sports, 
holidays and tourism,  a cultural aspect based on film ‘Les Choristes’, allowing for language 
work relating to the content 
 
Spanish  
Formal teaching of grammar, free time activities, health and body parts, food, sports, holidays 
and tourism, a cultural aspect based on film ‘Valentin’, allowing for language work relating to 
the content 
 
German 
Formal teaching of grammar, free time activities, health and body parts, food, sports, holidays 
and tourism,  a cultural aspect based on film ‘All Quiet on the Western Front’, allowing for 
language work relating to the content and cross curricular work 
 
Year 9 Pre GCSE and Start of GCSE Course Years 10/11 
French German and Spanish (Educas) 
Students continue studying their chosen language for 3 hours a week, opting in year 10 
Topics: 



First term: all three languages cover Family and friends and re-cap basics 
The GCSE course then begins after half-term covering 3 topic areas: 
The course covers year 9/10 /11 
 
Youth Culture—Lifestyle- Customs and Traditions- media-Cinema 
Local and regional features and characteristics - Home and Locality -Holidays and tourism-

Environment -Social issues 
School/college life/ Jobs - School/college studies-  Work experience and 
part-time jobs  
 
 
QE A level Languages- French/ German / Spanish (Educas) 

Students embark on a study of the target country, its customs and culture. 

Topics in year 12  
Being a young person in Target language speaking society 
 

 Families and citizenship  

 Youth trends and personal identity, fashion, modern technology; relationships and peer 
pressure 

  Education and employment opportunities the education system and student issues; work 

and travel opportunities 

 Regional culture and heritage, Festivals; customs and traditions  

 Media, art, film and music in the French/ Spanish/German -speaking world, Cinema 

 

Topics in year 13 

Study of set text in all three languages  

Diversity and difference 
Migration and integration Cultural identity and marginalisation 
Cultural enrichment and celebrating difference   Discrimination and diversity 
 
Either France 1940-1950: The Occupation and post-war years’ June 1940–May 1945 Life 
in occupied France; the French Resistance The cultural dimension in occupied France 

1945-1950 Post war France 
 
Or   Germany: 1989 onwards Initial and subsequent process of reunification 

Social cohesion in present-day Germany The economic impact of a united Germany 
 
Or The Two Spains: 1936 onwards El franquismo Post-Civil War Spain  

The Spanish Civil War and the transition to Democracy via the Arts   
Spain – coming to terms with the past? 
 

 

 



 

Expressive Arts 

Art and Design 
Subject Overview 
Studying Art enables students to develop skills of observation; it provides the freedom to 
experiment with materials, processes and techniques; it challenges them to research and 
explore subject matter and themes, sometimes contentious; and it allows them to express 
their responses and themselves both visually and creatively. History matters, and working in 
context is an essential part of the process of working in Art. Developing an understanding of 
the great history of Art is an essential part of being able to develop their own personal 
responses. Therefore, students are expected to research relevant artists, movements and 
genres relevant to, and in support of, their own practical work. 
 
The programme of study in Art at QE is designed to build on skills from year to year – KS3 is a 
foundation course for studying at Level 2 and beyond. We strive to provide a series of creative 
and expressive experiences for the students that challenge, develop skills and enable them to 
present their best quality final outcomes. 
 
Year 7 
Introductory Project- Students learn about the formal elements of Art and how to how to 
apply these to their own practical work. The first half term focusses on ‘recording’. Students 
will experiment with a variety of different approaches to drawing, and will look closely at the 
pen and ink drawings of Vincent Van Gogh. The second half terms work moves on to colour. 
Students will explore colour blending and will develop a secure knowledge of use and 
application of primary, secondary, tertiary and complimentary colour through researching the 
work of Richard Delaunay and creating their own portrait in his style. 
Collograph Printmaking – Students further explore mark-making through collograph printing; 
a simple form of printing exploiting surface quality and texture. Themes vary – ‘Sealife’ and 
‘Bugs’ have worked really well and are popular with the students. 
Natural Forms – This is a 3D project with a ceramic outcome. Peter Randall Page is our 
reference and the students are challenged to create a sculpture that captures the essence of 
their chosen natural form without being a direct reproduction.  
 
Year 8 
Icons – Who is your hero? Who do you admire? We look at Greek and Russian religious icons 
and research the Mexican Day of the Dead festival as inspiration. The final outcome is a 
watercolour portrait painting of the students chosen hero. 
Constructivist Heads – Researching the sculptures of Naum Gabo, students will create a large 
scale sculpture of a head using cardboard. 
Lino Printing – Students will learn the process of making a black and white lino print. Themes 
have varied, but may include a print of their face inspired by German Expressionist prints, or 
black and white animal prints inspired by the jackets of The National Geographic. 
 
 
 



Year 9 
GCSE Taster Project – As students will be asked to make their options choices during Year 9, 
their first project is designed to give them an experience of working at Level 2. They will 
research and write about a given artist, experiment with a variety of 2D media and compare 
their experiences and outcomes, they may also complete a short pinhole project, taking them 
into the darkroom.  
Colour Reduction Printmaking – Building on their experience of black and white printing in 
Year 8, students will learn the process of creating three colour lino print. The emphasis of 
learning is the printing process. Themes vary. 
Miniatures – A 3D ceramic outcome. Students are challenged to work on a small scale to make 
an interesting piece of work. 
 

ART GCSE (AQA Specification) 
Component 1: Portfolio – 60% of GCSE  
Throughout the two year course students will explore different approaches to working 
creatively, the aim being to create a broad portfolio of work from which they are able to select 
and present their strongest TWO units of work. Areas of study might include drawing, 
painting, sculpture, installation, printmaking, and mixed media work. 
Component 2: Externally set assignment – 40% of GCSE 
Students will receive their exam paper for their end of course exam in January of their second 
year. They will be expected to research and develop ideas in response to ONE of the seven 
starting points on the exam paper, and will create their final piece in a 10 hour supervised 
exam. The exam will be timetabled to take place over two or three days. 
 

AS ART AND DESIGN (OCR specification) 
This is a ONE YEAR course and students are assessed by EXAM ONLY. The exam paper is 
released in January and students will select ONE starting point to research and develop, 
working towards a 10 hour final exam. 
 

A Level ART AND DESIGN (OCR specification) 
Personal Investigation – 60% of total A level 
Over two years, students will develop the skills, knowledge and expertise to put together a 
broad and personal portfolio of work. Their work may be 2D and/or 3D. Students begin with 
workshop-style lessons before specialising and, in Year 13, adopting a more personal and self-
directed approach to learning. 
Their portfolio will contain TWO elements;  
1. A practical response to their chosen theme agreed with teaching staff. 
2. A related study of a minimum of 1000 words that must connect to their practical portfolio 
work. To start, they engage with a public speaking task- ARTiculation- referring to a chosen 
work of Art. Reading around their chosen area of Art is essential. 
Areas of study might include; portraiture, landscape, human form, abstraction, narrative, 
installation, working in a genre. 
Externally Set Task – 40% of total A level 
The exam paper will be released on February 1st and will provide students with a range of 
starting points. Their response needs to be based on ONE of these starting points and their 
final piece will be created in a 15 hour exam. This will be timetabled over three days. 



 

 

Photography 
 

The mobile phone, social media and a never ending choice of apps means that everyone is a 
photographer. Studying Photography provides students with the academic rigour, the 
technical know-how and the historical understanding to enrich their passion for the subject. 
The course challenges the student’s definition of Photography. They will experience 
producing images using light sensitive materials and this can include photographic film and/or 
digital methods to produce still or moving images. Although a relatively new art form, 
Photography has a past and the students will develop an understanding and appreciation of 
its development through the research of movements and photographers relevant to their 
themes and ideas.  
 

Photography GCSE (AQA Specification) 
Component 1: Portfolio – 60% of GCSE 
Throughout the two year course students will explore different approaches to working 
creatively; the aim being to create a broad portfolio of work from which they are able to select 
and present their strongest TWO units of work. Areas of study might include portraiture, 
location photography, experimental imagery, installation, documentary photography, photo-
journalism, moving image, film, video and animation and fashion photography. 
Component 2: Externally set assignment – 40% of GCSE 
Students will receive their exam paper for their end of course exam in January of their second 
year. They will be expected to research and develop ideas in response to ONE of the seven 
starting points on the exam paper, and will create their final piece in a 10 hour supervised 
exam. The exam will be timetabled to take place over two or three days. 
 

AS PHOTOGRAPHY (OCR Specification) 
This is a ONE year EXAM ONLY qualification. The exam paper is released in January and 
students will select ONE starting point to research and develop, working towards a 10 hour 
final exam. 
 

A Level PHOTOGRAPHY (OCR Specification) 
Personal Investigation – 60% of total A level 
Over two years, students will develop a broad and personal portfolio of work. Their portfolio 
will contain TWO elements;  
1. A practical response to their chosen theme.  
2. A related study of a minimum of 1000 words that must connect to their practical portfolio 
work. Areas of study might include; portraiture, landscape, still life photography, 
documentary photography, experimental imagery, editorial photography, moving image, 
animation. 
Externally Set Task – 40% of total A level 



The exam paper will be released on February 1st and will provide students with a range of 
starting points. Their response needs to be based on ONE of these starting points and their 
final piece will be created in a 15 hour exam. This will be timetabled over three days. 
 

 

Key Stage 3 Drama 

Year 7 

In Year 7, students are introduced to Drama through a series of carefully structured units 

designed, not only, to develop the necessary performance skills that are important to the 

study of drama as a subject, but also, to build confidence, teamwork, analysis and creativity. 

We begin the year by studying Mime, exploring the simple techniques that allow us to 

communicate clearly with an audience using our physicality and body language alone. This is 

developed into Clowning, where the skills learnt in the previous topic are now applied to the 

creation of a large than life comic character. In the spring term, students begin work on 

Storytelling theatre, introducing them to the role of narrator and the use of voice to create 

character and engage and audience. Our close connections to the acclaimed theatre company 

Theatre Alibi are made use of here with a focus on their devising techniques. 

In the Summer term, our attention turns to the study of scripted work. Here, we explore Alan 

Ayckbourn’s Ernie’s Incredible Illucinations, which is a bright comedy about the extraordinary 

powers of Ernie Fraser, a dreamer with a difference. Ernie has a vivid imagination; and his 

thoughts have the disconcerting habit of turning into reality. Through this unit, students learn 

how to interpret the printed text and bring the stage directions and characters from the page 

to the stage. 

Year 8 

In Year 8, the work that was begun in Year 7 continues leading into more complex areas of 

Drama. 

We begin with a focus on comedy, looking specifically at the slapstick style of performance. 

Here, students have the opportunity to study the comedy greats such as Charlie Chaplin and 

Buster Keaton as they apply the mime and clowning skills learnt in Year 7 to a much more 

complex scenario full of slips, trips and falls. The focus remains on the use of physicality on 

stage but moves to an exploration of Physical Theatre, requiring students to think more 

symbolically about how movement and physicality can be used to represent ideas and 

broader concepts for an audience to consider. 

In the Spring term, students learn to develop their skills in improvisation. This is a fantastic 

unit designed to improve students’ ability to think on their feet, sustain their character and 

respond intuitively to the given circumstance. Following this unit, we introduce a scripted 

scheme of work with a focus on the work of William Shakespeare. Currently, we are working 

with A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Here, students explore the Bard’s work from a practical 

perspective, discovering the many interesting characters and learning how to convey the 



changing emotions, moods and relationships through physicality and vocal skills. (As well as 

learning to interpret Shakespeare’s verse) 

 

The year is completed by a unit exploring Melodrama. A fun filled project where everyone can 

find their inner extrovert and enjoy becoming the larger than life Hero, Villain or Damsel in 

Distress. The unit explores the historical context of the genre and introduces students to the 

typical techniques used in the creation of Melodrama performances including the use of 

asides, stock characters and storyline structures. 

Year 9 

In Year 9, our focus is, not only to continue developing the student’ knowledge of the subject 

of Drama but also to begin preparing them for study drama at GCSE. 

We begin with a topic built around the portrayal of status on stage through both physicality 

and voice. We then continue to develop physical theatre skills by teaching a unit on stage 

combat. This unit has been incredibly successful over the years and is taught by specialised 

teachers who are careful to instil a sense of respect and responsibility for the safety of others 

whilst working on each skill. 

In the Spring term, students are introduced to a GCSE style piece of work exploring devising 

techniques and how a piece of theatre can be created from a small starting point or stimulus. 

Students are then introduced the study of a play text and we are currently working with award 

winning ‘The Curious Incident of The Dog In the Night-time’ as a precursor to the possible 

study of this text in GCSE English. In Drama, we explore the text from a practical perspective. 

Firstly, focusing on the use of physical theatre to create scenarios that at first glance might 

seem impossible with live theatre. Secondly, exploring the portrayal of believable characters 

through the sensitive performance of the very realistic dialogue. 

The year is then completed with an introductory unit to Commedia dell’arte which brings the 

Key Stage 3 curriculum full circle as this genre is known as one of the earliest forms of theatre. 

Here students can apply everything they have learnt about mime, slapstick, comedy and the 

creation of larger than life characters to have fun improvising given scenarios and learning 

how to make use of the “slapstick.” 

 

Key Stage 4 Drama 

GCSE Drama - AQA 

The aim of this course is to: 

Encourage students to work imaginatively and creatively in a collaborative context. Drama is 

an exciting, creative and challenging course and whilst studying this subject you will develop 

your ability to use voice and physicality effectively to create clearly defined characters in 

performance. You will also learn new techniques that will enable you to direct and construct 

pieces of drama from scratch and bring written scripts to life. Not only this, but you will also 



develop your skills as a confident communicator, creative thinker and team worker as well as 

your ability to work independently to research your work and create intelligent and thought 

provoking pieces of theatre.  

Course Content: 

During the two years you will be examined on two practical pieces of work - one devised 40% 

and one scripted 20%. The final assessment includes a written exam on the analysis of a set 

play and a critique of live theatre production seen, which accounts for the remaining 40% of the 

total mark. During the course, most lessons will be practical in nature with an exploration of 

different styles of theatre from Brechtian techniques to physical theatre. The study of the set 

play will be through practical workshops, leading to an understanding of how performers, 

directors and designers work to communicate meaning to an audience. 

Theatre Trips & Extra-curricular: 

As part of your GCSE Drama course we will take you to see live pieces of theatre at local and 

regional venues in Exeter and Plymouth. Recently, we have been fortunate to see the award 

winning ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time” for which past pupil Luke 

Treadaway received an Olivier award for Best Leading Actor in the role of Christopher Boone. 

We have also travelled up to London to see the renowned ‘Warhorse’ and regularly take 

students to see local theatre company Theatre Alibi, whose creativity in storytelling we are 

lucky enough to have right on our doorstep. We also have a thriving Theatre Academy which 

produces a large scale musical each year. Recently we have performed West Side Story, Into 

The Woods, Grease & Les Miserables. 

 

A-Level Drama and Theatre Studies - AQA 

Requirements for study 

It is useful to have taken Drama at GCSE but not essential and students must have achieved a 

'C' grade in English at GCSE. It is important that students are interested in gaining a greater 

understanding of how performance theories work in practise and that they are keen to be 

involved with performances. 

Students need to be curious about issues and ideas and have a creative instinct for 

communicating views through Drama. They may be keen on acting, writing or the technical 

aspects of theatre. Equally, students will be interested in going to the theatre to see different 

styles of performance. 

A-Level Course Content 

Component 1: Drama & Theatre 

40% of A-Level, 3 Hour Written Paper – 80 Marks 

Written exam based on the study of two set plays and their realisation on stage from the 

perspective of Director, Designer and Performer. (Two 25 mark questions) Also, the analysis 

and evaluation of live theatre productions. (One 30 mark question). 



Component 2: Creating Original Drama (Devising) 

30% of A-Level, Practical Examination – 60 Marks 

Preparation, development and performance by a group of devised drama influenced by the 

work and methodologies of one prescribed practitioner, which is internally assessed and 

externally moderated. 

Component 3: Making Theatre 

30% of A-Level, Practical Examination – 60 Marks 

A practical exploration and interpretation of three scripted extracts, each from a different 

play. Extract 3 is performed in the style of a selected practitioner for the final assessment and 

a reflective written report accompanies the performance. 

Key Stage 3 Dance is taught within PE lessons in Years 7 – 9. 

Key Stage 4 Dance 

 

GCSE Dance - AQA 

"Dance is vital, an activity both exhilarating and liberating to watch or do. The instinct to dance 

is fundamentally joyous and no matter how hard you try you can't get away from that for long. 

It can also be a huge force for good, effectively drawing people together levelling everyone 

through sheer hard work. It can speed up your heart rate it can enliven your being, it van change 

your life."  

Richard Alston CBE  

The aim of this course is to: 

The study of dance as an art form contributes to students' aesthetic and social development. 

As a physical activity it promotes fitness and well-being. As performers, students develop 

confidence and self-esteem. They develop self and body awareness as well as sensitivity to 

others and team working skills. Effective performance requires physical effort and the 

determination to succeed and improve. Effective choreography requires imagination and the 

ability to mould a number of elements together to create a finished piece.  

Course Content: 

Component 1: Performance and Choreography (60% of GCSE) 

Performance: This consists of a 1-minute solo performance set by the exam board and a three 

and a half minute duet/trio performance. (40 marks) 

Choreography: Solo (2 – 2 ½ minutes) or group choreography (3 – 3 ½ minutes). Based on 

externally set tasks by the exam board. (40 marks) 

Component 2: Dance Appreciation (40% of GCSE) 

Written Exam: I hour 30 minutes (80 marks) 



 Knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes and performing skills. 

 Critical appreciation of own work 

 Critical appreciation of 6 short professional works – covering a range of styles and style 

fusions including: Ballet, Urban, Contemporary and Dance from other Cultures. 

 

A-Level Dance - AQA 

The A-Level Dance course provides students, who have a passion for the subject, with the 

opportunity to acquire experience of performance and choreography and to engage in critical 

thinking about Dance. A-level Dance is a dynamic qualification which encourages students to 

develop their creative and intellectual capacity, alongside transferable skills such as team 

working, communication and problem solving. All of these are sought after skills by higher 

education and employers and will help them to stand out in the workplace whatever their 

choice of career.  

This course reflects both historical and current dance practices, making it more relevant, and 

inspires a lifelong passion and appreciation for Dance 

Requirements for study 

Although studying GCSE Dance is not a requirement for this course, students must have had 

some experience of Dance and be excited about the prospect of developing their technique, 

performance and choreographic ability. Candidates with a grade C or above at GCSE, or equal 

achievement through the grade systems, would be ideal for this course. 

Who should apply? 

Students who are enthusiastic about dancing, performing and choreographing and who enjoy 

exercising, training and keeping fit would be ideally suited to this course. This course will also 

lead you on to further study in higher education and will give you the skills needed for 

employment within the professional field. 

A-Level Course Outline 

Candidates receive training on technique and the health and safety of the dancer. They begin 

to develop critical skills for the analysis of choreography and performance within their own 

work and in professional repertoire. Students research and analyse two areas of Dance Study. 

The first, Rambert Dance Company and the second, a chosen style of Dance ranging from 

Classical Ballet to American Jazz. Completing the full A-Level develops the candidate’s skills, 

extending and applying knowledge gained in the first year of the course. The focus of 

choreography is shifted towards group dance and performance within a quartet. Candidates 

learn to critically analyse two set works. The compulsory set work being Christopher Bruce’s 

Rooster and the optional work being Gene Kelly’s Singing in the Rain. 

  

  



 

A-Level Components 

Component 1: Performance and Choreography 

50% of A-Level, Practical Examination – 80 Marks 

 Solo performance linked to a specific practitioner within an area of study 

 Performance in a quartet 

 Group Choreography 
 

Component 2: Critical Engagement 

50% of A Level, Written Examination – 80 Marks 

Two sections:  

 Section A: short answer questions (25 marks) and one essay question (25 marks) on the 
compulsory set work/area of study.  

 Section B: two essay questions on the second set work/area of study (25 marks for each 
essay).  

 

Music 

Music plays a central role in the daily life at Queen Elizabeth’s, with all pupils being 
encouraged to participate in music-making both in curricular and extra-curricular times. 
Music is the one subject that is academic, physical, and emotional, but also a subject that can 
be valued through life. 

Our aim is to foster that love of music and to ensure that every child has the skills to make 
music both independently and with others. 

Our curriculum has a skills based approach, which prepares the students for GCSE, Btec and 
A level music as well as the opportunity for musical lifelong learning. 

 
Year 7 
Find Your Voice- Students learn how to ‘warm-up’ their voices through various exercises. 
They have the opportunity to sing in three and four part harmony and explore the vocal 
ranges of beatboxing and body percussion. 
Keyboard/Ukulele skills- Students learn how to read notation and have the opportunity 
perform a range of pieces both on keyboard and ukulele. 
Musical Theatre– Students explore the history of musical theatre through performance and 
composition. 
The Blues-Students explore the history of slavery through Blues music. They learn the 
characteristics of blues music through performance and composition. 
Band Skills- Students have the opportunity to learn to play the drum kit, bass guitar and 
electric guitar through workshop based lessons.  



 
 
Year 8 
Music Through Time– Students learn about the history of classical music from the Baroque 
to the 21st century through a variety of listening and performing tasks.  
Musical Fusion- Bhangra and folk/rock fusion genres are explored through performance, 
listening and appraising. Students have the opportunity to compose a fusion piece using 
sampling. 
Instrumental Skills, A journey Through Pop– Students will learn continue to explore the 
instruments of the pop world through studying the history of popular music form 1960-1980. 
 
Year 9 
Music for The Moving Image– Students have the opportunity to develop their musical 
technology skills. They will study the techniques and devices used in creating a soundtrack 
and will then have the opportunity to create their own soundtrack to a short movie using 
garageband. 
Live Lounge –building on their understanding of the instruments of popular music students 
will have the opportunity to perform in small ensembles. 
Live Lounge and The History of Pop –The instrumental skills are further developed through a 
study of popular music from 1980-2000. 
Dance Music Since Disco- Students are able to further develop their music technology skills 
through the study of dance music. Students have the opportunity to create their own dance 
track using garageband. 
Plan, Develop, Deliver! - The final project brings together the skills learned from year 7-9. 
Students have the opportunity to compose and perform material for an album, which they 
record and market. 
 

GCSE Music 

Students follow the EDUQAS GCSE Music course. This course is suitable for students of all 

abilities. We have a wide range of performance resources to support learners achieve the best 

performing grade possible. A wide range of written and technology is used to support the 

learning of the Listening exam components. Students have access to the computer and 

recording suite both during lessons, at lunchtime, as well as after school. 

Students will: 

Perform for 4-6 minutes - this is 30% of the course and 50% of the coursework 

 A minimum of two pieces – one in an ensemble, and one as a soloist. 
 Students can perform on any instrument they like. They can perform with backing 

tracks or other accompaniments, and in conjunction with their instrumental teacher. 

Compose 2 pieces of music - this is 30% of the course and 50% of the coursework  



 One is a free choice, where students can explore their own influences based upon a 
brief they write. 

 One is in response to a brief set by the exam board and is completed in Year 11. 

Listening and Appraising 

Students will sit a 1 hour 15 minute exam – this is 40% of the course. 

This is a Listening Exam with extracts of music on a CD, and written responses in an exam 

paper. There are 8 questions in total, 2 on each of the following  

 Area of Study 1: Musical Form and Device 
 Area of Study 2: Music for Ensemble 
 Area of Study 3: Film Music 
 Area of Study 4: Popular Music 

The extracts of music used in the exam will be taken from a random selection from Classical, 

Popular, World and Folk in addition there are two set works which will be studied as part of 

the examination. 

 Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, Movement 3, Minuet: Mozart (1787) 
 Since You’ve Been Gone: Rainbow (released 1979) 

 

BTEC Music Level 2 (Award) Edexcel 

BTEC Music is based on the practical skills of performance and a knowledge and 
understanding of the musical profession. The course allows a great deal of freedom, 
particularly in the music you choose to perform and compose. 

Unit 1 enables learners to gain awareness and an underpinning knowledge of the basic 
structure of the music industry, taking into consideration some of the roles undertaken by 
those working in it. Students will also consider the roles of people working in these 
organizations’, specifically exploring those involved in the administration, promotion, 
performing and production of music events and products. 

Unit 2 enables learners to manage the planning, delivery and promotion of a live concert, CD, 
or other music product. The success of their music product will rely heavily on the planning 
and development process. 

Units 3-7 are the optional units. Learners have to complete two units and are guided in their 
choice. 

Unit Outline and assessment 

Completion of the BTEC First Award is graded Distinction*-Pass 



 Unit 1 The Music Industry is worth 25% 
 Unit 2 Managing a Music Product is worth 25% 
 Unit 3: Introducing Live Sound is worth 25% 
 Unit 4: Introducing Music Composition is worth 25% 
 Unit 5 Introducing Music Performance is worth 25% 
 Unit 6 Introducing Music Recording is worth 25% 
 Unit 7: Introducing Music Sequencing is worth 25% 

 

Key Stage 5 

A-Level Music 

There are three components to the Eduqas A level Music course. The coursework is 60% and 

the exam is 40%. 

The coursework element can be a major in Performing and a minor in Composing, or vice-

versa. 

Major Performance - 35% of qualification. 

 A broad repertoire with a minimum of 3 pieces 
 10-12 minutes as a soloist  

 Minor Composition – 25% of qualification. 2 compositions – one classical and one free 
choice. 

Or 

Minor Performance – 25% of qualification: 

o A broad repertoire with a minimum of 2 pieces 
o 6-8 minutes as a soloist with an ABRSM Grade 5 minimum. 

Major Composition – 35% of qualification. 3 compositions: 

o One classical, one from a brief and one free choice. 

The Listening examination element is a 2 hour 15 minute exam in Year 13 

o There are three areas of study 
o Western Classical Tradition – the symphonies of Haydn or Mendelssohn 
o A choice from Rock and Pop, Musical Theatre or Jazz 
o A choice of either 20th Century or 21st Century classical 
o Questions in the exam will 
o Require extended writing responses 
o Analysis of the set works score 



o Unprepared extracts with and without a score 

 

Design & Technology programmes of study: key stage 3 
  
Purpose of study Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. Using 
creativity and imagination, pupils design and make products that solve real and relevant 
problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, wants and 
values. They acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and draw on disciplines such as 
mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. Pupils learn how to take risks, 
becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. Through the evaluation 
of past and present design and technology, they develop a critical understanding of its 
impact on daily life and the wider world. High-quality design and technology education 
makes an essential contribution to the creativity, culture, wealth and well-being of the 
nation. 

Year 7 
In year 7, students are introduced to the D&T National Curriculum which focuses on 
developing the key skills of designing and making. Projects are set within each discipline 
where students have the opportunity to develop their confidence, creativity and 
workmanship to produce quality outcomes. Health and safety is an important part of every 
module to ensure all students experience a safe and healthy working environment.  
Projects and skills learnt include: 

 Designing and developing ideas to make a ring pull buggy where environmental and 
recycling issues are covered. 

 A project on healthy eating where students are introduced to the "Eatwell Guide" as 
a means of planning a balanced diet. Dishes made range from fruit salads, soups and 
scones which enable students to develop their knife skills as well as learning about 
health and safety in the kitchen. A Design and Make Assessment of a pizza product 
is carried out. 

 Designing and developing ideas to make a mini light (keyring). 
 A project which focuses on designing and decorating a t-shirt for a specific need. 

Students also get the opportunity to learn about the sewing machine. 

Year 8 
All students should have a firm grounding of key skills learnt in Year 7. In Year 8 students will 
have the opportunity to improve and develop these skills in each discipline. Throughout the 
year all students will undertake a variety of projects where creativity and innovation is 
encouraged and developed. 
Projects and skills learnt include: 

 Designing and making a holdall using reverse appliqu? Students learn about different 
parts of the sewing machine, how to thread it properly and refine their sewing skills. 

 Designing and making a themed light using CAD/CAM. 



 In Food Technology students learn about the four C’s of food safety in the kitchen 
and seasonality and local produce. These are linked to their practical work that 
illustrates this knowledge, e.g. Saviour ice, flaky pastry tarts.  

 Designing and making a pop-up mailer where the students are introduced to key 
elements of product design and graphic design techniques. 

Year 9 
Year 9 is a very important time for students as they opt for their GCSE subjects. At the end 
of Y8 students are asked to select two of the four disciplines to continue to study at a 
greater depth in Y9. They will complete a number of projects over the year building on prior 
skills, knowledge and experience of working with a variety of different materials. This will 
specifically prepare those students that are intending to follow a D&T subject at KS4 by 
providing them with a solid foundation of knowledge and skills. In addition to this the 
students that do not intend to continue at KS4 with D&T will have the benefit of gaining the 
important STEM skills required to succeed at KS4. 
Projects are exciting and innovative and include: 

 Creating an embellished hat based on the theme of 'Day of the Dead'. The task will 
include complicated construction and decorative techniques that will be practiced 
and developed in the textile lessons.  

 Creating a 3D image constructed from card that only uses typeface for the texture of 
the image. This task will include CAD/CAM and specifically concentrate on graphic 
manipulation techniques.  

 A short project where nutrition is a key element which leads to students making 
healthy versions of fast food products. This is followed by a longer course looking at 
multicultural foods and making products from different countries. Students take part 
in a group assessment researching a country of their choice. This work can be 
presented in various formats including magazine articles and video format. 

 A Jewellery project where students use Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided 
Manufacture to make their own pendant. 

 

Computer Science, Creative iMedia  
 
Overview  
 
The ICT curriculum is changing rapidly as is our use if IT in society. We perceive our role as 
teachers of this subject as twofold:  
  

1. Computer Science  
 
We develop students understanding of computational thinking through analysis of problems 
which includes: designing, writing and debugging programs.  
 

2. Creative iMedia  
 



We are all consumers of digital media. It is increasingly more important that students have 
the ability to understand how digital media is created and have the ability to be aware 
producers of digital media. Our 'Design Principles' are strongly embedded across our 
curriculum. Where we promote the creative use of digital applications, covering digital 
graphics, animation and website design. 
 
Key Stage 3 
 
ICT is delivered to all students once per fortnight. 
 
Year 7  
 
We deliver 2 units in year 7. One from each of our subject aims. These units are new for 
September 2016 in light of changes to the national curriculum in KS2 and KS3. 
  
Term 1 and 2  - Programming Constructs 
Term 3 – HTML and Website Design  
 
Year 8  
 
In year 8 we build upon our main aims from year 7.  
 
Year 9  
 
Currently in Year 9 we provide tasters in Computer Science and Creative iMedia to provide 
students with an insight into the KS4 curriculum. Students work on extended projects and 
complete a range of finished publications. 

Home Learning 
Home learning tasks run in conjunction with project work set in each discipline. Research, 
investigation and design tasks are all common examples and students will be asked to focus 
on the presentation and content of all their work. 

 

Design & Technology programmes of study: key stage 4  

Food Technology: 

Food as a topic never stands still everyone eats and everyone has an opinion. If you want to 
make a career in food, the options are huge. From the Food Industry to Catering 
establishments, Research and Nutritional education, jobs are varied and widespread. 
Designing for future generations is high on the agenda for the Food Industry and Scientists as 
the population increases. If a career in Food is not for you, having a greater understanding of 
where food comes from and how to prepare healthy meals is a valuable life skill. 

Course Outline GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition: 



This new GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition is an exciting and creative course which 

focuses on practical cooking skills to ensure that you develop a thorough understanding of 

nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. At its heart, this 

qualification focuses on nurturing your practical cookery skills to give you a strong 

understanding of nutrition. The lessons are fast paced and challenging and will put your 

theoretical understanding of food into practice.  

Food preparation skills are integrated into five core topics: 

• Food, nutrition and health 

• Food science 

• Food safety 

• Food choice 

• Food provenance. 

Assessment 

 Task 1: you will carry out a Food investigation where your understanding of the 

working characteristics, functional and chemical properties of ingredients will be put 

to the test.  

 Task 2: is a Food preparation assessment.  Your cookery skills and understanding of 

ingredients and nutrition will be on show as you plan, prepare, cook and present food 

to a chosen task. 

 Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes - Theoretical knowledge of food preparation and 

nutrition from the five core topics listed above.     50% of GCSE 

 

 

Course Outline NCFE Level 1 & 2 VCERT Food and Cookery: 

The qualifications have been designed to sit alongside the requirements of core GCSE subjects 

and are appropriate for learners who are motivated and challenged by learning through 

hands-on experiences and through content which is concrete and related directly to those 

experiences.  

This qualification shows learners how:  

 to prepare self and environment for cooking  

 food functions in the body and in recipes  

 to modify recipes for health for balanced diets  

 to assess a diet and make recommendations  

 to plan and produce dishes for a purpose.  

 to understand the sources and seasonality that can affect food choices, food labels 
and cooking for a range of purposes. 

 



You will develop skills that are essential for the modern workplace, such as planning, research 

skills, communication, problem-solving skills and health and safety.  

 

Assessment 

 The course is structured into 4 separate Units.   

 3 units of work internally assessed by a portfolio of work produced in school 

 I unit is assessed by an exam.  

Grouping  
Students of all abilities can follow this course. 

Home Learning  
Coursework and practical work is produced under controlled assessment conditions. 
Students are able to produce rough drafts of work and copy them up as homework. 
Students can also work on their practical work at home as long as the majority of it is 
produced in the classroom. 

NCFE - VCERT certificate in Engineering Studies (Level 1 & 2) 

The aim of this course is to give students a firm grounding in Engineering. It is a very hands-on 
and practical course aimed at students who wish to develop their skills working with resistant 
materials and particularly with metal. It is also important to realise that this course involves 
using large machine tools and machinery.  

Course Outline  

Units of work to be covered 
include:  

• Introduction to Engineering. 
• Problem solving in Engineering. 
• Introduction to Engineering Drawing. 
• Using tools and materials for and Engineering solution.  
 

Assessment 
This course has a good deal of background knowledge to learn as well as practical skills to be 
developed. We have been careful to design the course so these elements are seamless with 
much of the theory taught in a practical way. A quarter of the course will be externally assessed 
using examination on Engineering Drawing.  

• Four units over two years graded as Pass, Merit & Distinction. 
• One of the units in Y11 is externally assessed (engineering drawing). 
• It is important to highlight that all of the units must be achieved at a minimum of 

a Pass level to be awarded the final qualification.  

Grouping 
Students of all abilities can follow this course. 



Home Learning 
Coursework and practical work is produced under controlled assessment conditions. 
Students are able to produce rough drafts of work and copy them up as homework. 
Students can also work on their practical work at home as long as the majority of it is 
produced in the classroom. 

 

Computer Science, Creative iMedia  
 

Key Stage 4  
 

Students can choose to follow one of two paths in KS4. We currently deliver AQA GCSE Computer 
Science and OCR Creative iMedia  
 

Computer Science – AQA  
 

GCSE computer science enables students to:  
 

 Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer science, 
including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation.  

 Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such 
problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs.  

 Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically  

 Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate 
with one another and with other systems.  

 Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society  
 

OCR Creative iMedia 

 

OCR Creative iMedia enables students to: 
 

Pre-production skills  

 Students will develop their understanding of a client brief, time frames, deadlines and 
preparation techniques that form part of the planning and creation process. 

Creating digital graphics  

 Students will understand the purpose and properties of digital graphics, and know where 
and how they are used. They will be able to plan the creation of digital graphics, create 
new digital graphics using a range of editing techniques and review a completed graphic 
against a specific brief. 

Creating a digital animation  

 Students will understand the basics of digital animation for the creative and digital media 
sector. Learners will be able to plan a digital animation to a client brief, use animation 
software to create the animation and be able to store, export and review the final product  

Creating a multipage website 

 Students will understand the basics of creating multipage websites. It will enable them to 
demonstrate their creativity by combining components to create a functional, intuitive 
and aesthetically pleasing website. 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Design and technology programmes of study: key stage 5  

WJEC Eduqas GCE A Level 

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY in the 21st century 

Design and technology is an inspiring, rigorous and practical subject. This A level encourages 

learners to use creativity and imagination when applying iterative design processes to 

develop and modify designs, and to design and make prototypes that solve real world 

problems, considering their own and others’ needs, wants, aspirations and values. 

Learners should take every opportunity to integrate and apply their understanding and 

knowledge from other subject areas studied during key stage 4, with a particular focus on 

science and mathematics, and those subjects they are studying alongside A level design and 

technology.   

This specification enables learners to work creatively when designing and making and apply 

technical and practical expertise, in order to:    

 be open to taking design risks, showing innovation and enterprise whilst considering 

their role as responsible designers and citizens 

 develop intellectual curiosity about the design and manufacture of products and 

systems, and their impact on daily life and the wider world 

 work collaboratively to develop and refine their ideas, responding to feedback from 

users, peers and expert practitioners 

 gain an insight into the creative, engineering and/or manufacturing industries 

 develop the capacity to think creatively, innovatively and critically through focused 

research and the exploration of design opportunities arising from the needs, wants 

and values of users and clients  

 develop knowledge and experience of real world contexts for design and technological 

activity 

 develop an in-depth knowledge and understanding of materials, components and 

processes associated with the creation of products that can be tested and evaluated 

in use 

 be able to make informed design decisions through an in-depth understanding of the 

management and development of taking a design through to a prototype/product 

 be able to create and analyse a design concept and use a range of skills and knowledge 

from other subject areas, including mathematics and science, to inform decisions in 

design and the application or development of technology 

 be able to work safely and skilfully to produce high-quality prototypes/products 



 have a critical understanding of the wider influences on design and technology, 

including cultural, economic, environmental, historical and social factors 

 develop the ability to draw on and apply a range of skills and knowledge from other 

subject areas, including the use of mathematics and science for analysis and informing 

decisions in design    

 

 

Assessment 

Component 1: 
Design and Technology in the 21st Century Written examination: 3 hours 50% of 
qualification 

Learners take a single examination in product design. 
The examination includes a mix of structured and extended writing questions assessing 
learners' knowledge and understanding of: 

 technical principles 

 designing and making principles 
along with their ability to: 

 analyse and evaluate wider issues in design and technology. 

Component 2: 
Design and make project Non-exam assessment: approximately 80 hours 50% of 
qualification 

A sustained design and make project, based on a brief developed by the candidate, 
assessing the candidate's ability to: 

 identify, investigate and outline design possibilities 

 design and make prototypes 

 analyse and evaluate design decisions and outcomes, including for prototypes 
made by themselves and others 

The design and make project will be based within the same endorsed area as the written 
examination, Product Design. 

Physical Education 

At QE, our aim is to provide a Physical Education (PE) & Outdoor Education learning 
environment where students feel challenged, safe and happy to have a go at everything. We 
are very proud that our facilities and equipment allow us to deliver an extensive PE and 
Outdoor Education Programme. Our Curriculum offer is extensive, as is our after school Co-
Curricular Programme and so we invite you to peruse through our web page. PE helps to 
develop confidence and allows pupils to take part in a range of physical activities that will 
hopefully become a central part of their lives with some dedicated individuals excelling within 
their chosen area.  
 

Within PE & Outdoor Education, our aim is to give students a high quality curriculum where 
they develop a wide range of skills and abilities to develop technique, use tactics, strategies 



and compositional skills to perform successfully. Students will develop the skills to analyse 
and evaluate their own and others’ performances through guided reflection and 
encouragement of making decisions. Students are also encouraged to act as referees and 
coaches thereby supplementing their experience within a leadership role. 

PE & Outdoor Education is about enjoyment and learning which is what fundamentally 
underpins everything we do as a department.  
 
Year 7 
 
At QE, within Year 7, students receive five hours of high quality PE across a two-week 
timetable. In year 7, the majority of lessons are taught within tutor groups. For activities such 
as Rugby and Netball, students are occasionally split by gender. We try to offer a wide range 
of sports and activities for students to enjoy and learn. Within Key Stage 3, One hour every 
two weeks is dedicated to a fitness lesson, where students will learn about the body and how 
it works with some basic anatomy and physiology as well as fitness methods of training and 
testing which include some low level GCSE PE content.  

Our curriculum activities are varied and broad to give students an interesting offer throughout 
the year. Students are assessed within each 6 week block of work and attain a threshold of 1-
9. Activities taught within Core PE at Key Stage 3 are outlined here: 

 
Year 7 activities 
 
 Rugby 
 Tag Rugby 
 Football 
 Handball 
 Table Tennis 
 Netball 
 Basketball 
 Athletics 
 Gym 
 Dance 
 Rounders 
 Orienteering 
 Fitness 

 
Year 8  
 
At QE, within year 8, students receive five hours of high quality PE across a two-week 
timetable. In year 8, students are taught as a boys group, girls group and a higher ability ‘push’ 
group. For activities such as Rugby and Netball, students are occasionally split by gender. We 
try to offer a wide range of sports and activities for students to enjoy and learn. Within Key 
Stage 3, One hour every two weeks is dedicated to a fitness lesson, where students will learn 
about the body and how it works with some basic anatomy and physiology as well as fitness 
methods of training and testing which include some low level GCSE PE content.  



Our curriculum activities are varied and broad to give students an interesting offer throughout 
the year. Students are assessed within each 6 week block of work and attain a threshold of 1-
9. Activities taught within Core PE at Key Stage 3 are outlined here: 

 
 
 
 
Year 8 activities 
 
 Rugby 
 Tag Rugby 
 Football 
 Handball 
 Table Tennis 
 Netball 
 Basketball 
 Athletics 
 Gym 
 Dance 
 Rounders 
 Orienteering 
 International Games 
 Fitness 
 
 
Year 9 
 
Students receive five hours of high quality PE across a two-week timetable. In year 9, students 
are taught as a boys group, girls group and a leadership pathway. The students who are 
chosen to embark on the leadership pathway receive input, once every two weeks, on how 
to lead sporting sessions with their peers and younger students. This serves as preparation 
for them to lead sessions and tournaments with our Primary Partner schools as part of the 
Crediton Learning Community Primary Sports Partnership. We try to offer a wide range of 
sports and activities for students to enjoy and learn.  

Our curriculum activities are varied and broad to give students an interesting offer throughout 
the year. Students are assessed within each 6 week block of work and attain a threshold of 1-
9. Activities taught within Core PE at Key Stage 3 are outlined here: 

 

 Handball 

 Tchouckball 

 Fitness (throughout the whole year) 

 Netball 

 Dance 

 Rugby 

 Basketball 

 Football 



 Cricket 

 Table Tennis 

 Athletics 

 Rounders 

 Softball 

 Fitness Suite 

 Volleyball 

 Badminton 

 Leadership 

 Yoga, Pilates  

 Body Pump 

 Indoor Climbing 

 Box Fit 
 
 

Core Physical Education 
 
In years 10 and 11, every student receives 3 hours of CORE Physical Education across two 
weeks. We try and vary the curriculum to meet the needs of all learners and allow students 
to experience activities that they may continue within later life. Students are assessed at the 
end of each activity block and given targets for improvement. 
 

Sports covered at Key Stage Four; 

 
 Rugby 
 Tag Rugby 
 Football 
 Cricket 
 Netball 
 Basketball 
 Athletics 
 Rounders 
 Orienteering 
 Fitness 
 Volleyball 
 Badminton 
 Tennis 
 Softball 
 Table Tennis 
 Short Mat Bowls 
 Trampolining 
 Indoor Climbing 
 Handball 
 American Football 
 Frisbee 



 Weight Training 
 Group Fitness classes (Bodypump, Yoga, Pilates, Box Fit) 
 
 

 
 
GCSE Physical Education (AQA) 
 

This course aims to develop pupils understanding and awareness of all aspects of sport and 
health. It enables students to expand their knowledge of a wide range of health and fitness 
issues, alongside improving their practical skills in a number of sporting activities. Aspects of 
the course also enable candidates to develop their leadership and communication skills by 
developing their officiating and coaching skills. Typical practical sports covered as part of 
these lessons include Badminton, Volleyball, Climbing, Handball, Athletics, Tennis and Table 
Tennis. There are a wide range of other sports that students can use as their practical 
assessments. These can be found within this link: 

http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/pe/specifications/AQA-8582-SP-2016.PDF 

 
Course Content: 

1. Applied anatomy and physiology 
2. Movement analysis 
3. Physical training 
4. Use of data 
5. Sports psychology 
6. Socio-cultural influences 
7. Health, fitness and well-being 
 

Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport 

What's assessed? 
Applied anatomy and physiology 
Movement analysis 
Physical training 
Use of data 

How it's assessed? 
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 
8 marks 
30% of GCSE 

Exam paper. 
Answer all questions. A mixture of 
multiple choice/objective test 
questions, short answer questions 
and extended answer questions. 

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport 

What's assessed? 
Sports psychology Socio-cultural 
influences Health, fitness and well-
being Use of data 

How's it assessed? 
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 78 
marks 30% of GCSE 

Exam paper. 
Answer all questions. A mixture of 
multiple choice/objective test 
questions, short answer questions 
and extended answer questions. 

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport 

What's assessed? 
Practical performance in three 
different physical activities in the 
role of player/performer (one in a 

How's it assessed? 
Assessed by teachers 
Moderated by AQA 
100 marks 



 
 
Outdoor Education Level 1/2 Sport and Outdoor Education (OCR) 
 
The aim of this course: 

An OCR Level 1/2 Cambridge National Certificate is a vocational qualification equivalent to 
one GCSE. All the assessment tasks are directly linked to the Outdoor Education and Sports 
Industries. Throughout the course you will gain experience in a wide variety of Outdoor 
Activities including; Surfing, Climbing, Kayaking, Canoeing, Hill Walking, Camp Craft, 
Orienteering and Mountain Biking. Students will also take part in more traditional sports like 
you have been in your PE lessons. The course also involves a 3 day residential, last year the 
students went mountaineering in North Wales. As well as the qualification itself you can also 
gain other awards and qualifications; these can include, NICAS (Indoor climbing certificate) or 
your BCU paddle sport awards. 
 
Course Content: 

Students will study 4 units. The units will be: 
1. Contemporary issues in sport 
2. Developing sports skills 
3. Sports leadership in Outdoor Adventure 
4. Developing knowledge and skills in outdoor activities 
 
 
Assessment: 

Students will be assessed through practical work, interviews, presentations and written work. 
The course is worth the equivalent of a GCSE at A to C grade and takes up 2 periods a week. 
At the end of unit 1 you will have a one hour written exam 

Health and Social Care (Cambridge National OCR) 

The Cambridge National is a vocationally related qualification that takes an engaging, practical 

and inspiring approach to learning and assessment.  

 

This course is industry relevant, geared to Health & Social Care requirements and it suits a 

broad range of learning styles and abilities. There will be opportunities for work experience 

and employers will be invited in to discuss their work. The aim of this course is to give students 

a firm grounding in Health & Social Care, whilst preparing students for further Level 3 studies 

in Health & Social Care, Psychology, Sociology and Biology.  

team activity, one in an individual 
activity and a third in either a team 
or in an individual activity). Analysis 
and evaluation of performance to 
bring about improvement in one 
activity. 

40% of GCSE 
For each of their three activities, students will be assessed in skills in 
progressive drills (10 marks per activity) and in the full context (15 marks 
per activity). Students will be assessed on their analysis (15 marks) and 
evaluation (10 marks) of performance to bring about improvement in one 
activity. 



 

Units of work to be covered in year 1 

 

 

UNIT RO21 Essential values of care for use with individuals in care settings (Exam – 25%)  

This mandatory unit focuses on the rights of individuals and will instil the values of care to be 
used when working in a health, social care or early years environment. All good practice is 
based on these values and enables those who use and work in care settings to apply quality 
practice. The unit also provides an overview of legislation and its impact on the care settings 
and covers the hygiene, safety and security matters that relate to promoting a healthy and 
safe environment.  

Many individuals who use services often feel vulnerable and are lacking in confidence. If staff 
are friendly in their approach, apply the values of good care and are supportive, as well as 
following the accepted procedures, those using the service will feel respected and assured 
that all is being done to promote their health and well-being. Studying this unit will enable 
the learner to understand how this is achieved.  

Learners will have the opportunity to apply their knowledge and understanding through the 
use of focused activities such as role-play, case studies and scenarios. The unit will prepare 
learners for the work place, enabling them to gain an understanding of how the values of care 
should be applied and how maintaining the rights of individuals will enable them to feel 
valued.  

On completion of the unit, learners will have gained an understanding of how to provide 

quality care for individuals, helping them to achieve their goals and how to apply the values 

of care so that individuals feel valued. Learners will also have gained an understanding of how 

regulatory frameworks aim to protect both individuals and care workers in settings and how 

procedures that are in place in care settings, aim to promote standards of hygiene and 

maintain safety and security for all who use or work within the setting 

 

UNIT RO22 Communicating and working with individuals in health, social care and early 

years settings (Centre assessment)  

This unit will provide learners with the underpinning knowledge and understanding of how to 
communicate effectively and what personal qualities will contribute to the creation of a caring 
environment when working with individuals in a health, social care and early years setting.  

Effective communication is important to an individual’s well-being in everyday life. 
Practitioners need to communicate with and make connections with individuals using services 
all the time and it is their ability to utilise good communication skills and personal qualities 
that means they are able to communicate with and relate to those individuals effectively. 
Through this unit learners will gain an understanding of the different types of communication, 
the importance of good communication, the factors that influence effective communication 



and ways to overcome barriers, and an understanding of the qualities that contribute to 
effective practical care. These are transferable skills that can be used in everyday life. Being 
able to communicate effectively and to employ personal qualities to relate to others can 
influence every aspect of a person’s life, providing a key foundation on which to grow.  

On completion of this unit learners will be able to appreciate how the way they communicate 

and the personal qualities that they utilise when working with individuals in a health, social 

care or early years setting will have an impact on the care of those individuals. They will be 

able to demonstrate that they have those effective communication skills that are needed to 

work in a health, social care or early years setting. They will be able to plan effectively for 

interactions in a health, social care and early years setting. 

Units of work to be covered in Year 2: 

 

UNIT RO23 Understanding Body Systems and Disorders (Centre assessment)  

This unit will provide learners with the underpinning knowledge and understanding of three 
major body systems: respiratory, digestive and cardiovascular.  

The interaction of our body systems and the structure and function that they provide allow 
humans to breathe, move, experience taste, touch and smell the amazing world we live in. 
These systems enable us to survive and thrive, with them we can live to our full potential as 
human beings. Technology and advances in medicine allow for us to treat illness and disease 
and research the ill effects of lifestyle choices.  

Through this unit learners will have gained the knowledge and understanding of the structure 
and function of three body systems and three separate illnesses that may affect these 
systems.  

On completion of this unit learners will have developed their knowledge and understanding 
of the importance of the systems, structure, function and disorders that can affect the 
individual within health, social care and early years settings. They will be able to measure and 
interpret data obtained from various relevant body functions.  

This unit can be taught alongside Unit R025 – Understanding life stages. 

 

UNIT RO25: Understanding Life stages (Centre assessment).   

This unit will allow learners to investigate the main life processes that will occur with each life 
stage: develop an awareness and understanding of the key events that may happen and the 
effects of these during the lifespan of an individual, helping to identify the need for additional 
support. A sensitive approach as to why progress through a life stage(s) may be different will 
allow thoughtful debate.  

On completion of this unit learners will be able to produce suitable support plans for 

individuals in different stages of life. 



 

 

Key Stage 5 Physical Education & Outdoor Education  

Within the sixth form we offer AS and A Level Physical Education (AQA) and BTEC Extended 
Diploma and Subsidiary Diploma in Sport and Outdoor Adventure (Edexcel). 
 
A Level Physical Education 
 
Subject content 
1. Applied anatomy and physiology 
2. Skill acquisition 
3. Sport and society 
4. Exercise physiology 
5. Biomechanical movement 
6. Sport psychology 
7. Sport and society and the role of technology in physical activity and sport 

 
 
Assessments 
 
Paper 1: Factors affecting participation in physical activity and sport 
What's assessed? 
Section A: Applied anatomy and physiology 
Section B: Skill acquisition 
Section C: Sport and society 
How it's assessed? 
 Written exam: 2 hours 
 105 marks = 35% of A-level 

 
 
Paper 2: Factors affecting optimal performance in physical activity and sport What's 
assessed? 
Section A: Exercise physiology and biomechanics 
Section B: Sport psychology 
Section C: Sport and society and technology in sport 

How's it assessed? 
 Written exam: 2 hours 
 105 marks = 35% of A-level 

 
 



Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport 
What's assessed? 
 
Students assessed as a performer or coach in the full sided version of one activity. 
Plus: written/verbal analysis of performance. 

How it's assessed? 
 Internal assessment, external moderation 
 90 marks = 30% of A-level 

 

 
BTEC Extended Diploma and Subsidiary Diploma in Sport and Outdoor 
Adventure (Edexcel). 
 
We are very proud to offer a both a FULL TIME & Part time Outdoor Education course within 
our sixth form.  
 
Both of the Outdoor Education options on offer, involve a mix of theory lessons and practical 
input.  Activities covered practically include kayaking, canoeing, climbing, mountaineering 
and mountain biking.  Theory lessons look at the wider aspects of the Sport and Outdoor & 
Adventurous industry such as anatomy and physiology, lifestyle, the environment, 
infrastructure, health and safety, and influences on current practice. 
 
Both the full time and part time pathways carry the requirement to complete an adventurous 
expedition.  For the past 5 years this has been a winter mountaineering expedition to the 
Scottish Mountains where students have enjoyed honing their summer hillwalking skills in a 
completely different environment.  Good snow conditions allow for practice using ice axes 
and crampons, and perhaps most popular of all, learning how to build snow holes.  This 
opportunity really makes QE stand out from other key stage 5 providers. 
 
Students may choose to follow a one A level equivalent pathway (the Subsidiary Diploma), or 
our full-time three A level equivalent pathway (the Extended Diploma).  Both pathways are 
entirely assessed through coursework (there are no written exams).  Because of this, students 
are expected to be highly motivated and organised throughout in order to keep up to date 
with assessed coursework.  The units covered for each pathway can be viewed in the 
specification which you can find on the Edexcel BTEC website at: 
 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2010.html 
 

Co-Curricular Programme for Physical Education & Outdoor Education. 

 

Welcome to what is an extensive, varied and exciting Co-Curricular Programme! Carrying on 
a tradition of offering quality sporting experiences to QE students, our Co-Curricular 
Programme aims to offer all students the opportunity to excel and experience a wide variety 
of Sports and Outdoor Adventurous activities. As a department we are very proud and 
passionate about giving all students as many opportunities to experience new activities and 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-nationals/sport-2010.html


excel at them within an after school capacity. Many of our Sports clubs allow access to the 
best training and expertise by linking with our local community clubs and coaches as well as 
the input from our experienced PE Team. We run regular weekly training sessions in a variety 
of Sports and Outdoor Education Activities as well as a number of weekend Outdoor and 
Adventurous trips to various locations across the UK. We take full advantage of where we live, 
utilising the benefits of our Beautiful Coastline, Rivers, Moorland and local sporting facilities 
such as the Exeter Quay Climbing Centre.  

 

Whether it’s Rugby, Netball, Football or Rounders, to name but a few; we aim to provide 
students with the extra skills and tactical knowledge they require to excel in their 
sport…whatever their level of expertise! Alternatively, Hill Walking, Mountain biking, 
Climbing, Kayaking or Surfing,  amongst others; may be more interesting for some students? 
Our expertise and equipment allow us to offer these activities to students as part of our 
extensive after school offer.  

 

 

 

 


