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Please contact Deborah or Ann Atherton if you 

have any queries or concerns.   

The following leaflets are available on the QE 

website:  

 What is Dyslexia? 

 Assessing for dyslexia 

 Emotional Support for Dyslexic     

          Students  

 Reading at home 

 Supporting Dyslexic  Students in      

        the Classroom 

 How can I help my child? 

 Helping with homework 

 Helping your child with spelling 

 Visual Stress 

 Working Memory Difficulties 

 

Ann and Deborah are part of a Secondary 

Dyslexia Network;  these materials were pro-

duced by this group of teachers and educa-

tional psychologists.   
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For further information please visit our web 

page:  

 

http://www.qe.devon.sch.uk/school-

information/partnerships/devon-dyslexia-

service/ 

or contact  

Ann Atherton 

a.atherton@qe.devon.sch.uk   

Deb Lynch 

d.lynch@qe.devon.sch.uk  
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Understanding and identifying 

dyslexia is challenging.  The la-

bel has been used so extensively 

over the past few years that it 

now carries many different 

meanings, which can be confus-

ing.  However, we believe there 

is a place for using the label – to 

help parents, teachers and stu-

dents to understand that they 

are dealing with a learning dif-

ference, not necessarily with 

laziness, low ability or inappro-

priate teaching.   

 

The only characteristic found in 

all the different definitions and 

models of dyslexia is a weakness 

in spelling and reading.  This is 

why many LEAs, including Devon, 

have now adopted the British 

Psychological Society’s defini-

tion of dyslexia. This definition 

does not identify any one cause 

for the problem, nor suggest a 

list of defining characteristics.  

What it focuses on is whether reading 

and/or spelling have  failed to develop 

(or have done so very incompletely) and 

whether this problem has persisted 

despite appropriate interventions. In a 

way, the severity and persistence of 

the problem are important defining 

characteristics. 

 

There are several contradictory theo-

retical positions that suggest an expla-

nation or a cause for the literacy diffi-

culties demonstrated by some stu-

dents.  As all these positions have been 

supported by some research evidence 

it does not seem useful to worry unduly 

about theoretical positions.  Our con-

cern is to identify the individual stu-

dent’s weaknesses and devise appropri-

ate intervention or support.   
 

It follows from the Devon definition 

that there is no one test for dyslex-

ia.  There are several screening tests 

on the market, but they usually claim to 

indicate a likelihood of dyslexia, not a 

definite diagnosis.  At Queen Eliza-

beth’s we use tests of reading accuracy 

and comprehension,  

Assessing for Dyslexia spelling tests and phonological 

knowledge (letter-sound) tests 

in order to plan appropriate 

teaching programmes.  It is far 

more useful to look at a stu-

dent’s literacy skills and where 

they are having difficulties, ra-

ther than assign a label that 

will not bring extra resources.  

Queen Elizabeth’s is a dyslexia-

friendly school:  responsibility 

for meeting the needs of dys-

lexic students lies with all 

teaching and support staff, as 

well as the specialist teacher.      

 

As a school we are always open 

to discussing reports and as-

sessments from outside  

agencies, and are continually 

striving to develop the range of 

strategies that we can use in  

order to support students. 
 


