
27.03.2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

QE was founded over four hundred and seventy years ago. Undoubtedly, COVID-19 
is presenting many challenges to all areas of our society. It is sobering to consider the 
many periods of adversity that the last half century has thrown at our community. My 
sense is that Crediton and the surrounding villages are responding with strength and 
compassion to our current situation and as a school, we want to do everything we can 
to support that response. 

We have made it possible for all students who would normally receive free school 
meals to access an ‘e’ voucher for a local supermarket over the Easter period. 
Unfortunately, there are many frauds and scams around at the moment, including ones 
aimed at free school meals, so please be careful. 

As you know, we have remained open for specific students and the children of critical 
workers but the vast majority of staff and students are working from home. Thank you 
for the positive feedback we have received and for your insights into the realities of 
home working. In particular, we are conscious that the amount / style of work set needs 
to be appropriate and that limited IT access and other facilities makes it difficult for all 
members of the household to be working at the same time. 

From Tuesday 14th April, there will be a new ‘online learning’ timetable for all students 
in Years 7, 8 and 9 as below. We have reduced the number and length of lessons and 
are removing the requirement for old style ‘homework’. We aim to maintain continuity 
in subjects and provide routine, whilst keeping the overall demands for home learning 
flexible and manageable for all involved. 

There are four 45-minute lessons to be completed each day. Lessons will be set in 
ClassCharts for each day, but we are not expecting the lessons to be completed at a 
set time. However, I would recommend that each household establishes a routine. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Each lesson is 45 minutes long 

English Science English Science English 

Maths History Maths Geography Maths 

Science MFL PDP MFL RE 

Expressive 
Arts 

Technology PE Technology Expressive 
Arts 

Independent reading – 30 minutes per day 



Students in Years 10 and 12 will continue to have lessons set in ClassCharts according 
to their individual school timetable. It is important that these lessons are done at the 
set time on their timetable as this will enable students to contact teachers via email 
‘live’ in the lesson if they need support. 

In addition to the above lessons, which all students should complete, we will develop 
an area on the QE website suggesting projects and useful websites. We encourage 
all students to engage with this and other activities – I am sure that there are many 
good things happening that parents and carers have introduced and we are trying to 
capture these to share! 

We will continue to develop our approach, especially around improving the systems 
we have for feedback, and teachers are working on using ‘Microsoft OneNote Class 
Notebook’ for Year 10 and 12 classes after Easter. We may use other online resources 
but students will always use ClassCharts to access the work we are setting. 

We do not have further information from the exam boards about calculating GCSE and 
‘A’ level grades yet. We are expecting further announcements next week. We 
understand that this is an anxious time for those students. Whatever system is 
introduced we will make sure that QE students are treated fairly. We hope that you 
understand that in order for us to ensure that the system is robust and fair, individual 
teachers cannot discuss potential grades with students or parents. One thing that has 
been made clear by the Government is that students will have the opportunity to take 
the exams at some point in the future if they want to. Therefore, it seems wise for 
students to keep working and revising as best they can. Teachers may have asked for 
students’ work to be brought into school before the Government introduced the more 
severe lockdown, this is no longer necessary or appropriate. Please do not drop any 
work into school. 

We have teamed up with Exeter secondary schools to provide childcare for critical 
workers over the Easter break. QE is therefore closed as normal for Easter and, to be 
clear, we are not expecting students to continue with the online work over the two-
week break. 

If you have an urgent safeguarding concern please follow the guidance on our website 
at: 

https://www.qe.devon.sch.uk/school-information/safeguarding/ 

The NSPCC has also published a lot of useful resources about talking to young people 
about COVID-19, and other difficult conversations. A good place to start is here: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/talking-about-
difficult-topics/ 

Please also find attached some information from our School Nurse Service with 
information regarding contacting their service and other areas of support in this unique 
situation, as well as a posters the students will be familiar with - the Early Help for 
Mental Health 10 a day and Kooth. The School Nurse Service have also suggested 
the following links: 

https://www.qe.devon.sch.uk/school-information/safeguarding/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/talking-about-difficult-topics/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-for-parents/talking-about-difficult-topics/


https://www.happymaps.co.uk 

https://youngminds.org.uk 

May I take this opportunity to thank you for all the messages of support we have 
received, it is very much appreciated. It is a very strange end of term; please do not 
hesitate to contact me via email over the break if I can be of any help. 

Take care. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rupert Poole 
Principal 

 

https://www.happymaps.co.uk/
https://youngminds.org.uk/

