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Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope things are settling in to a routine in this strange new world we are all in.  I 

have no desire to add to the speculation around the reopening of schools nationwide 

– I will not know any sooner than you!  However, it seems likely that we will be 

operating like this until at least May half term, so it is important that students adapt to 

this new way of working.  They can’t afford to treat it as an extended holiday with 

long lie-ins, if they have been tempted in that direction!  Having said that I do 

appreciate how difficult it is to support learning at home.  Access to good IT facilities 

is clearly an issue.  We have already distributed the laptops we had available to 

specific families and today we are starting to get details of the scheme the 

government announced last Sunday.  However, this will be limited and I am sorry 

that we are not in a position to help more families.  We know that many children will 

still be working from phones and tablets.  Whilst these are fine, we do understand 

the limitations. 

This week we have been doing more work on the ‘virtual school’ curriculum; please 

take a look at all the ideas on the school website. This includes activities and 

projects that students can pick and choose from if they are looking for something to 

do in addition to the work set by QE staff, which all students should be doing their 

very best to complete on a daily basis.  Staff have been working hard to adapt their 

teaching, and the use of ‘OneNote’ is developing well.  We are in regular contact with 

many students over the phone, but if you would like us to get in touch with your child 

to offer support and guidance please do not hesitate to ask – even if it just a gentle 

nudge!  Your child’s tutor is the best person to contact in the first instance. 

To support the work we have set in the virtual school, there will be a KS3 ‘online 

assessment week’ from the 4 May onwards for Years 7-9.  This will consist of some 

quizzes and multiple choice questions based on the work set over the last few 

weeks, or alternatively teachers may ask for photographs to be sent in of practical 

work.   

If your children have been involved in other learning activities or creative projects we 

would also love to hear about them and share them on our social media, again your 

child’s tutor is the best person to contact. 

One obvious impact of the current situation is the increased risks associated with 

spending a lot of time online.  Approaching this subject is difficult and sometimes 

overwhelming but I recommend the government advice as a good place to start, 

especially the THINK U KNOW range of home activity packs that are well worth 

looking at with your child.    

During this time when we are not in daily face to face contact with all our students, 

our responsibility to keep them safe remains.  We continue to work closely with all 

agencies, but we have to rely on different ways of doing so.  More than ever it is 

https://www.qe.devon.sch.uk/students/virtual-school-resources-and-projects/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/?utm_source=Thinkuknow&utm_campaign=46e6250b3e-TUK_ONLINE_SAFETY_AT_HOME_07_04_20&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0b54505554-46e6250b3e-55087301


important we work in partnership with you at home, so please do not hesitate to 

contact us and we will do our best to help.   

Yours sincerely 

Rupert Poole  

Principal 

 


