
18.3.2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Re: COVID-19 - Government closure of schools. 

As I am sure you are aware, the government has this afternoon announced that all schools 
are to close at the end of the day on Friday 20.3.2020. We will of course be doing everything 

possible to keep the school open for the children of key workers and the students identified 

in the government’s announcement, and we will provide further details on this as soon as 

possible. 

School will be open for all year groups as normal tomorrow and on Friday 20.3.2020. 

We have been preparing for the closure and we will now adjust those plans to take account 

of the Government’s announcement. We have worked with our students and staff to ensure 

everyone is prepared for working at home. The news that there will be no exams this summer 

will be unsettling for parents, students and staff alike. At the moment, we do not have detailed 

information on how the grades for students in Year 11 and the 6th Form will be determined. 
Whatever is arranged, it is important that students continue to work as normally as possible 

at this unprecedented time. 

We have distributed exercise books for every student in Year 7-10 for them to complete 

their work at home. Students in Year 11 and 6th Form should already be ensuring they have 

all their exercise books/files etc. with them so they can work from home. 

We have given students printed copies of their timetable, for two reasons. One so they have 

the teachers name so they can email them, and secondly so they can follow their normal 

timetable when working at home. Please ask your child for a copy of the timetable so you 

have it. You can also view your child’s timetable with the teacher’s name in Class Charts. 

Teachers will endeavour to set work via Class Charts for every lesson in the student’s 

timetable. Students will be expected to work at home for all of their normal lessons on their 

timetable. Year 11 and Sixth Form students are expected to do this work in their normal 

school books and files etc. All the work will be set via Class Charts. 

Students in Year 7 - 10 should complete every lesson in the exercise book that has been 

provided. Every lesson should be given a clear heading and date and the work completed to 

the best of the students ability. We will expect the students to complete the work by writing 

in the exercise books we have provided, rather than on a computer. If they prefer to work 

on a computer they can do so, but please ensure they make a note of the work they have 

done in the exercise book. If your child was not in school today, and you are able to do so 

safely, then please collect an exercise book from school reception. Alternatively, please ensure 

your child has a suitable book to work in. 

If the teacher is unable to set work for the lesson, the student should complete independent 

work. We will provide a list of generic websites that are good for learning, or they could 



complete independent reading. If work is not set in Class Charts the student should make a 

note of the activities they have done for that lesson in their exercise book. 

As well as using their own resources, teachers may well use Class Charts to direct students 

to other online resources, for example specialist teachers on ‘You Tube’ or sites such as 

Seneca learning and BBC Bitesize. Students will be able to email their individual teachers to 
ask any questions and get feedback where possible. Students must use the school email 

system. Teachers are not allowed to respond to a student’s personal email address. If they 

are unsure of how to access their school e-mail, there are instructions on page 12 of the 

student Handbook – accessible via this link 

https://www.qe.devon.sch.uk/assets/Documents/QE-Student-Handbook-2019-20.pdf 

We appreciate the challenges that home working will create. Where possible your child 

should be given a quiet place to study with space to work. They will need to access the 

internet on some kind of device, a phone or tablet will be sufficient. Today we have spoken 

with all students individually to check they can access the internet. Please contact your child’s 

Year Team Leader if your child does not have internet access during the school day. If your 
child is ill or unable to complete the work set for some other legitimate reason please make 

a note of that, giving brief reasons, in their exercise book. 

This is going to be a challenging time for families, parents and carers and the school. We are 

here to help as much as possible. Please do not hesitate to contact us and we will do our best 

to help within the constraints we will be operating under. Thank you in advance for your 

patience if we are not able to respond as swiftly or as fully as we would normally wish to. 

I appreciate the irony of saying this, given we are setting work online, but it will be more 

important than ever to limit young people’s screen time and to ensure they are staying safe 

online. Our school website contains links to various safeguarding sources. By following the 

normal school timetable students will have a structured and varied day with different activities 

and I believe it will be important to maintain that structure as much as possible. 

We will keep you updated as soon as we have more information, especially those of you who 

work in the key sectors or with children in the groups identified in the announcement. 

May I take this opportunity to thank the entire school community for your response to this 

unprecedented situation. Everybody has been incredibly positive and understanding. 

Maintaining that approach through this difficult time will make all the difference to our 

community. 

Best wishes 

  

Rupert Poole 

Principal 
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