
Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

This morning the government published the process that will be used for allocating grades for Year 

11 and Year 13 students, so this email is aimed at those year groups, although I am sure everybody is 

interested to know the approach that will be taken. 

Full details are available here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofqual 

A letter for students from the head of the organisation responsible for exams and qualifications 

(Ofqual) is here:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf 

Essentially the school, as an exam centre, will submit grades based on criteria requested, to the 

exam boards.  There will then be a series of measures at the exam board before a final grade is 

awarded.  Hopefully grades will be published earlier than the normal August release date, but this is 

not yet guaranteed.   

Please note – the guidance is very clear that teachers and school leaders are not permitted to 

discuss potential grades with parents, carers and students. Students do not need to submit any 

more work for the purposes of allocating grades. 

The next question is what should Year 11 and Year 13 students do with their time now?  Students 

should turn their attention to the next phase of their education and use the precious time they have 

between now and September to prepare for that.  For students in Year 13 heading to university or 

into work then reading about and researching your chosen subject or area of work is recommended.  

For students in Year 11, if you are thinking of attending another ‘Post 16’ provider then reading and 

completing projects relevant to your area of study will help you in your new course.  For those of 

you doing ‘A’ levels here at QE we will be working with you in the summer term on projects and 

tasks that will help prepare you for your chosen subjects. Please note that applications for the QE 

Sixth Form are still possible if you have not yet applied. Details of the courses we offer in the Sixth 

Form and our application form is available on our website.   

https://www.qe.devon.sch.uk/sixth-form/   

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you would like to discuss the next phase of your education. 

I would like to reassure all students and their parents and carers that whilst this is an unprecedented 

change to how grades are awarded, we are confident that our teachers are well placed to allocate 

grades fairly and professionally for all our students.   

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Rupert Poole  

Principal 
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